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He knew that the moment he allowed what his life meant to
enter fully into )his consciousness, he would either kill himself
a

or someone else.
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We live here and they live there. We black and they white.
They got things and we ain’t. They do things and we can’t. It’s
just like living in jail. Half the time I feel like I'm on the out-
side of the world peeping in through a knot-hole in the fencé)
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It must have been good ! When a man Kkills, it’'s for
something... I didn't know I was really alive in this world until

I felt things hard enough to Kkill for’err(lgf)
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They might think the reds is doing it. They won’t think we
did. They don’t think we got enough guts to do it. They think

) (@)
niggers is too scared...
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I don’t know. Maybe this sounds crazy. Maybe they going to
burn me in the electric chair of feeling this way. But I ain’t
worried none about them women. I killed. For a little while I
was free. I was doing something. It was wrong, but I was feel-
ing all right. Maybe God’ll get me for it. If He do, all right. But
I ain’t worried. I killed ’em ’cause I was scared and mad. But I
been scared and mad all my life and after I killed that first
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woman, I wasn’t scared no more for a little while.
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(2) Wright & Dreiser
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The moment I had learned that I was to leave, my feelings
had recoiled so sharply and quickly from the home that the
children simply did not exist for me any more. Their faces pos-
sessed the power of evoking in me a million memories that I
longed to forget, and instead of my leaving drawing me to
them in communion, it had flung me forever beyond them. I
was so eager to be gone that when I stood in the front hal-
loway, packed and ready, I did not even think of saying good-
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bye to the boys and girls with whom I had eaten and slept and
(6,

. )
lived for so many weeks.
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There was no funeral. There was no music. There was no
period of mourning. There were no flowers. There were only
silence, quiet weeping, whispers, an(d) fear. I did not know when

7

or where Uncle Hoskins was buried.
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And the problem of living as a Negro was cold and hard.
What was it that made the hate of whites for blacks so steady,
seemingly so woven into the texture of things? What kind of
lif% )was possible under that hate? How had this hate come to
be?
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Yet, deep down, I knew that I could never really leave the
South, for my feelings had already been formed by the South,
for there had been slowly instilled into my personality and
consciousness, black though I was, the culture of the South.
So, in leaving, I was taking a part of the South to transplant in
alien soil, to see if it could grow differently, if it could drink of
new and cool rains, bend in strange winds, respond to the

©
warmth of other suns, and, perhaps, to bloom ...
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