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White men killed the black men because they could, and thé
black men killed the white men to keep from being killed.?

“The white folks ain never gimme a chance! —— They take yo
lan! They take yo freedom! They take yo women! They take yo
lifel” @
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His confused emotions had made him feel instinctively that
it would be better to fight Gus and spoil the plan of the robbery
than to confront a white man with a gun. But he kept this
knowledge of his fear thrust firmly down in him : his courage
to live depended upon how successfully his fear was hidden from

his consciousness.®
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He hated himself at that moment. Why was he acting and
feeling this way? He wanted to wave his hand and blot out the
white man who was making him feel like this. If not that, he
wanted to blot himself out.?
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Never in his life had he been so close to a white woman. He
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smelt the odor of her hair and felt the soft pressure of her thigh

against his own. ©
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Maybe they going to burn me in the electric chair for feeling
this way. But I ain’t worried none about them women I killed.

For a little while | was free.®
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A particle of white rock had detached itself from that looming
mountain of white hate and had rolled down the slope, stopping
still at his feet. The word had become fresh. For the first time

in his life a white man became a human being to him.®
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Not that he wanted those hearts to turn their warmth to him ;
he was not wanting that much. But just to know that they were
there and warm! Just that, and no more ; and it would have been
enough, more than enough. And in that touch, response of
recognition, there would be union, identity ; ©)
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