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Every time I get to thinking about me being black and
they being white, me being here and they being there, I feel
like something awful’s going to happen to me.)
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Perhaps if I had caught my first sense of life from the
church I would have been moved to complete acceptance, but
the hymns and sermons of God came into my heart only long
after my personality had been shaped and formed by un-
chartered conditions of life. I felt that I had in me a sense
of living as deep as that which the church was trying to give

me, and in the end I remained basically unaffected.(®
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He had murdered and had created a new life for himself.
It was something that was all his own, and it was the first
time in his life, he had had anything that others could not
take from him.(3)

SETLREY, HOHEEEHL T, ABEEOH L WEEL B
DECAEL 2D Th D, WO, EEHEMofic>2ELD TS
NEHOREE LicDTh 5,

America BRI, B, KA, HE® Bobc@Ashi
W k%, BELTW3, Uncle Tom’s Children © “The Ethies Of
Ling Jim Crow” <X, %z America ODEBRFEHRFAL T3,

The boss and his twenty-year-old son get out of their car

48



and half dragged and half kicked a Negro women into the
store. After a few minutes, I heard shrill screams coming
from the rear of the store. Later the woman stumbled out,
bleeding, crying, and holding her stomach. When she reached
the end of the block, the policeman grabled her and accused
her of being drunk. Silently, I watched him throw her into
a patrol wagon.(4
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To Bigger and his kind white people were not really
people, they were a sort of great natural force, like a stormy
sky looming overhead, or like a deep swirling river streching

suddenly at one’s feet in the dark.(®
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He felt that someday there would be a black man who
would whip black people into a tight band and together they

would act and end fear and shame.(®
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It was when he read the Newspapers or magazines, went
to the movies, or walked along the streets with crows, that

he felt what he wanted: to merge himself with others and be
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a part of this world, to lose himself in it so he could find
himself, to be allowed a chance to live like others, even though
he was black.("
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There was the fear of death. He had to go forward and
meet his end like any other living thing upon the earth. The
dread of being black and unequal would be forgotten; that
even death would not matter, that it would be a victory. This
would have to happen before he could look them in the face

again.®
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With this new sense of the value of himself gained from
Max’s talk, a sense fleeting and obscure, he tried to feel that
if Max had been able to see the man in him beneath those
wild and eruel acts of his, acts of fear and hate and murder

and flight and despair, then he toc would hate, if he were
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they, just as now he was hating them and they were hating
him. For the first time in his life he felt ground beneath his
feet, and he wanted it to stay there.(1®
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He would have gladly admitted his guilt if he had thought
that in doing so he could have also given in the same breath
a sense of the deep, choking hate that had been his life, a hate
that he had not wanted to have, but could not help having.(1
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I stood up, trying to realize what reality lay behind the
meaning of the words... Yes, this man was fighting, fighting
with words. He was using words as a weapon, using them as

one would use a club.(3)
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