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From the time he had gotten down off the train and the baggage
man had thrown his pack out of the open car door things had been
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Nothing could touch him. It was a good place to camp. He was
there, in the good place. He was in his home where he had made
it.?
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Our own dead, or what he thought of, still, as our own dead, were
surprisingly few, Nick noticed. Their coats had been opened too
and their pockets were out, and they showed, by their positions,
the manner and the skill of the attack. The hot weather had
swollen them all alike regardless of nationality.®
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I myself did not want to sleep because I had been Iiving for long
time with the knowledge that if I ever shut my eyes in the dark
and let myself go, my soul would go out of my body. I had been
that way for long time, ever since I had been blown up at night and
felt it go out of me and go off and then come back.?
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and some of them were very exciting, and it was like being awake
and dreaming. Some of these streams I still remember and think
that I have fished in them, and they are confused with streams I
really know.”
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There was no town, nothing but the rails and the burned-over
country. The thirteen saloons that had lined the one street of
Seney had not left a trace. The foundations of the Mansion House
hotel stuck up above the ground. The stone was chipped and split
by the fire. It was all that was left of the town of Seney. Even the
surface had been burned off the ground.®
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There were so many good-looking young girls. Most of them had
their hair cut short. When he went away only little girls wore their
hair like that or girls that were fast. They all wore sweaters and
shirt waists with round Dutch collars. It was a pattern.”
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Far off to the left was the line of the river. ... There was nothing
but the pine plain ahead of him, until the far blue hills that marked
the Lake Superior height of land.!?
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The action goes along against a backdrop of something only
dimly seen; Nick goes through the motions now in a dead-pan,
one—two—three—four routine which is rather new to him, and
which suggests much less that he is the mindless primitive the
Hemingway hero was so often thought to be than that he is
desparately protecting his mind against whatever it is that he is
escaping.'?
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“You know, I don’t think I'd ever be afraid of anything again,”
Macomber said to Wilson. “Something happened in me after we
first saw the buff and started after him. Like a damn bursting. It
was pure excitement.”*?
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More of a change than any less of virginity. Fear gone like an
operation. Something else grew in its place. Main thing a man had.
Made him into a man....It had taken a strange chance of hunt-
ing, a sudden precipitation into action without opportunity for
worrying beforehand, to bring this about with Macomber, .. .'¥
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