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He knew that the moment he allowed what his life meant to enter
fully into his consciousness, he would either kill himself or

someone else.®V
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Of late he had liked to hear tell of men who could rule others, for

in actions such as these he felt that there was a way to escape from

this tight morass of fear and shame that sapped at the base of his

life.... He was not concerned with whether these act$ were right

or wrong, they simply appealed to him as possible avenues of
escape.®
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Spirits are accepters of life, they grant its differences—and
consequently are always in trouble. Myself, I should never have
been a Judge, as such, I was too often on the wrong side: the law
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doesn’t admit differences.®
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I sometimes imagine all those whom I've called guilty have passed
the real guilt on me: it’s partly that that makes me want once
before I die to be right on the right side.®
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You did not kill the fish only to keep alive and to sell for food, he
thought. You killed him for pride and because you are a
fisherman. You loved him when he was alive and you loved him
after. If you love him, it is not a sin to kill him. Or is it more ?®
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‘But man is not made for defeat,” he said.
‘A man can be destroyed but not defeated.®
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------ that even death would not matter, that it would be a victory.®
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After I had outlived the shocks of childhood, after the habit of
reflection had been born in me, I used to mull over the strange
absence of real kindness in Negroes, how unstable was our
tenderness, how lacking in genuine passion we were, how void of
great hope, how timid our joy, how bare our traditions, how
hollow our memories, how lacking we were in those intangible
sentiments that bind man to man, and how shallow was even our

despair.®
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I now knew what being a Negro meant. I could endure the
hunger. I had learned to live with hate. But to feel that there
were feelings denied me, that the very breath of life itself was
beyond my reach, that more than anything else hurt, wounded

me.®
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Anything seemed possible, likely, feasible, because I wanted
everything to be possible----+- Because I had no power to make
things happen outside of me in the objective world, I made things
happen within. Because my environment was bare and bleak, I
endowed it with unlimited potentialities, redeemed it for the sake
of my own hungry and cloudy yearning.®?
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I knew that I lived in a country in which the aspirations of black
people were limited, marked off. Yet I felt that I had to go some

where and do something to redeem my being alive.?
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I wish he’d sleep and I could sleep and dream about the lions, he
thought. Why are the lions the main thing that is left ?*?
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If he reached out with his hands, and if his hands were electric
wires, and if his heart were a battery giving life and fire to those
hands, and if he reached out with his hands and touched other
people, reached out through these stone walls and felt other hands
connected with other hearts——

if he did that, would there be a reply, a shock?

------ But just to know that they were there and warm! ------And
in that touch, response of recognition, there would be union,
identity; there would be a supporting oneness, a wholeness which
had been denied him all his life.*®
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I often wondered what they were trying to get out of life, but I
never stumbled upon a clue, and I doubt if they themselves had any
notion. They lived on the surface of their days; their smiles were
surface smiles, and their tears were surface tears------ The girls
never talked of their feélings; none of them possessed the insight
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or the emotional equipment to understand themselves or others
------ all their lives they had done nothing but strive for petty goals,
the trivial material prizes of American life.®®

T4 MRV ZNETNOIEROF T, BSOEMKME OIS R
P AECHT 2 EH. AMCHT3FHLOR L TWE I EREBo>TW
5, HOERE LT, HOERIF O N WERRDOKRER S, HAHE
BOTAREES K E SEAL TV 2 Th b, FFrwitlad., =50,
EREZEDINYT 4 F vy 7OENROLI TR 7205, HAEME, D
¥ DME L B L OBBROBEDOMBECE 2 LR ERBE L &S
LV, Brlic, AEBCH L TOEBROFL AOEWIZEHAOIESNT
W, T4 MAMESRAE. BB LT v HEEEEORATRE & AR
DBEOPZEMOBERIE. CORIZKHolDTRZ VY, B IK
TFLES LT RITAIRTRT, BOLBLAPEADE, [TADFRFD
B HEENEbNR Tw S, AR WMEEBY., CoETER
DETH-> T, HE~OBER. &k, I Zhzididie, AHOXZD
HOEHIZ, fiE & B0 L oBMNBmEer’ETRCH .. e S DB
B[] TRRBETIRRVDD, EvF—D&Ldic, HAREE
U7cHE, £ OEHCERMITA I, BRREFEELN, IRLUT [#E
iR ORTORERE TR EVRTTHS, Licdi-> THDER
WA BN, BEHBEIVHT DN, BERXTOOTRESREWY
DD, EFELOFEUO>E, ZORIHEHCEHROERIID 5,

TV I RAEDEY FKITE N —F. AEEoTd, [F6 2B
LES 7T oML, BRI BW] EE-70Thb, [3E]
ORIEZHUCEHS ORI Z U RETT 2 2 L TR EERT 2 0,
LIET#E . [PE]% BOEHROBR. gl v D Rk TR WEORHR
ELT TBRIE LTZTED T, LL, ZORFIR. vv 7 X
LOBbYORT (Ml OFHORY | 2B2FI/22ELCE LU
DTV, ZLTEOEHCERAELLDDH S 1 20EZ [ESWE
ThHHrPEHBIE] BIITHEARDR, 2V KIZFEEERNI-DT
BEELLDOTYRL, 1B BLEZ REIDI R0 [4]
BEEELT-DE 5T, HDEERT. EvF—DOAER, BRENIET
XH 25, BEBAEDOFTREL T ARBEPERO—HHEREERL T

106



WBIZTEBV, PhOBREETEL, oDV T4 F vy 755
Z. HHEBE> TR DE, T oDOENBERT 2 HEEE 3R~
LbRDTRERVKEDT —<BDTH 5,

fiE L HO L OBMORE I, BRI bIRES>THOAETR DI
NIBEOHFTHY ., BRI EH ST —= B o720 TH
%,

[BALEIDBRBOFEZ2RVHELTIELY, E2CEDERZER
DEIZ, YIRWETIZZ S Lz A& ABOREHEIS O REE 2
EoTIEWEWIESE I, FA4AF VOBIHDSNIZEAD [E] ~AD
BE, MOLTIAEZOODLEFLREEWIHS, U2
XL COWL HELER DT, FOAL, BRCRBINI AT 1
Fry 7OV, HEOREOHZIHL HEERZE A T 2E, v
DY ZNEEATELENK(ZD) LBV, #1156 12 1 >OBEEITA
- D OENTEAOWELERE, AR OB LLRBRY 5 HEEL T
&I, NMIBERZAERDA %, SHN., EHIRCHIE 2 L
?ﬁ%??oA@ﬁ@<ﬁi&w®@&\%%ktt@o<if@%ﬁ
DEB L., ZOFRWCHD SN BFER X, BEIN 2 LRV
Thb, R, ANHOBLBBORDBEDTFT LI DI, fiFH >
T TRZEW] bOEDE, EETWL LR, ZhoDR W
B2 ENPIHELLS L ENT 2 EBTEEIhEILLoTVRE, £
LTEY =287 [ & ORBM2280 ] k. 20 [TR2%Zw
] oFwEEh TwB D7,

AEO—FBHETEEIE. [TAVIORFITE Yy H—DERZ
v Nk ox o, TEBALE] TEADERITERW: [0 D
LI, BRRPHPTRELLTTBEVNE LR e bDESNT
W<, ZLTENSOMITICE > T, THT) & THhE ] L ORSwhr g

BETETEVDBORE->TOL DR, S$HLABIZ. ZOkDOR 2%
LELVRAA KA TR, HEBEBROR O L. &2 IEHTHEIC
LT NBTHSS PRk bhORTETOThHS, Ev#—Izk T
DRy 7 ADFEE., BARK L > TOPEOFEER. BRI b3H 23N
R AEBTHY . WS R L ST XS LT 2 B0
DR ] BWNT VLB DT,

Bz iz Tl L OFMNERCAE L EBRITb 0D &,

107



BECr S NESEREVZS 2250, 2o E2RRT 5103, ¥
THOWMELZEHBEL XS EENTEIEBBRADERDEEND Z

RS LS TS 5w, MEEBERDT —< ik, UoRESM
AThN%ELZLADEEOEB>TWT, MEEHMSS £T52
LOSHOEBADE 1 B LR 20K, EvH—dMEorzkdic, fird
BEMPIDEOFICIZ, BARHMP?BLDHLDTH 5,

HEBEBOM 2/ o Tn33b1, IR—T40 [EOBEE]| O
— e B nWH L,

——but there he is with a dozen different faces moving down a
hundred separate streets. This is my chance to find that man
——you are him, Miss Dolly, Riley, all of you."®
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Spirits are accepters of life, they grant its differences——and
consequently are always in trouble.®®
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