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A lot of people think of reading as a very passive activity. You know, we do it while we’re sitting
down. But reading is actually a very active enterprise. It requires sustained, focused attention. You
use your memory, ycu nourish your imagination. It has a kind of mental enlargement. And I worry
about a society in which we’re losing this mental capacity on a broad scale. The second thing is
even scarier. Our study demonstrates that if you are a reader, you are 300 percent more likely to do
volunteer work, charity work, to go to art museums, to go to performances. You're even twice as
likely to go to a sporting event. If we believe that democracy depends on civic participation, this

is a really alarming trend.
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Two hundred years ago, as the eighteenth century was drawing to a close, observers of social
and political movements in Europe were deeply troubled. A revolutionary tide, which had first
swelled in France in 1789, was spreading to other states, bringing down governments from Italy

to the Netherlands.
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Well, I think we’ve moved beyond it because... I'll tell you what I think is unproductive is this
sort of notion of “how do you avoid controversy?” I think the way you avoid controversy is by safety
and mediocrity, and the role of the NEA is not safety and mediocrity. Our role is to take works of
indisputable excellence and excellence in all the varieties of that and bring it to the broadest cross-
section of Americans possible. Now, you know, one of the things I’'m really proud of is that we have
launched the largest national initiatives in our history right now, the biggest of which is Shake-
speare in American communities. We have 30 theater companies going across all 50 states, over
200 cities. We even got the Department of Defense to give us $1 million to bring Shakespeare to
military bases. And in the process of this, we'll take one million American high school students and
bring them into their first production of Shakespeare. For most of these kids, this is the first time

they've ever seen any professional, live theater.
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GWEN IFILL: Let’s talk about some of the flexibility which you have given it — there have been
changes or relaxations of guidelines affecting same sex education so far, limited English students,
that is people who are, school systems which have a high percentage of people who don’t speak
English as their first language, special education students, students with disabilities, and now
this — a lot of rural teachers who have to teach multiple subjects. Where do you go next, if you
keep shaving away at the edges here, when have you fundamentally changed the law?

EUGENE HICKOK: Well, T guess I would disagree with the premise that it’s shaving away at the
edges. What I think it is doing is recognizing we have these principles, highly qualified teachers,
everyone recognizes the importance of it, how can you best accomplish that given the realities
of the world in which teachers exist — and how that world differ among the states? So rather than
have a narrow tunnel vision approach to that policy, our goal is to make sure in the end we achieve
that policy, although it might be done differently than originally envisioned by the law. What hap-
pens next, we continue the conversation. That’s our whole purpose here is to spend time at the
state and local level learning about where the challenges are. We had a team of teachers going to
every state in this country, among them Iowa, and to learn what kind of challenges are out there,
that’s what led to the kinds of recommendations that Secretary Paige announced today.

TOM VILSACK: I would certainly not want to say that it’s not a good thing for the department
to be flexible. The question is whether they’ve gone far enough. When you basically talk about spe-

cial education students we are still faced with the dilemma of making sure that every special ed
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student is proficient within ten years — that a very difficult challenge. In terms of limited lan-
guage students, is it really fair to assume that a youngster who has been in this country just a
single year is and has learned the language in a single year well prepared to take the test that is the
assessment tool by which we determine whether school districts are failing or succeeding? Is it
fair to say that you are listening when state after state indicates to you that you're not adequately
funding your own mandate by the virtue of the agreement that was made with Congress to fully
and completely fund this bill, and not doing it, are you really listening? So I think there’s still a long
way to go before we can reach the promise of this bill. I think the secretary is right that no one
disagrees that we want every child to reach his or her potential. The question is whether or not
we have in place the proper vehicle. I think there still need to be substantial changes to reflect
the unique nature of education in all parts of this country and the unique nature of every single

student.
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I think the most surprising finding is each of these people is very good. The reason that’s sur-

prising is that because President Bush has had trouble in informal speech in the last year or two —
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people would naturally think he wouldn’t be able to stand up against a lifetime champion debater,
which John Kerry has been. But, in fact, you know, President Bush has gone into all of his debates
starting ten years ago in Texas as the underdog and has prevailed because of one consistent strat-
egy which is he has been resolute and ironclad and robust in sticking to his two or three main
points. In the clip we saw when he was asked about parts of his background, he fobbed it off with
a joke and said “here’s my point. My point is.” Then he got to his three or four agenda items for
Texas. Senator Kerry, by contrast, has the strengths we saw in his clip with William Weld. Almost
any attacker comes at him he turns around very quickly and turns against his opponent and I think
we saw even in these clips the image which again and again and again occurred to me in watching
Senator Kerry, which is that of the courtroom prosecutor. He had the demeanor of the prosecutor.
It will be harder for him»directly to address the president tomorrow night because of the rules,
but he’ll find other ways to indirectly ask rhetorical questions and that’s the way he’s shown his

greatest strength.
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Everyone expects to experience culture shock when they visit a different country for the first
time. What people usually don’t expect is what’s called “counter culture shock.” Counter culture
shock is what we experience when we return to our home society after a long absence, and find
that things we once took for granted now seem very odd. We have absorbed, to some extent, the
values of our host society, and now see our own society with new eyes. Moving back to the United
States last year after several years of living in Kyoto was a jolt, and this week, having moved back

to Kyoto, I'm experiencing “counter counter culture shock.” Here are some random impressions:
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Mars, it seems, never grows boring. But perhaps you're thinking. Wait a minute! What is this
talk of Earthlings? “We” didn’t succeed in getting all the way to Mars. The Americans did-for the
fourth time last week, if you don’t count flybys. The Russians have put spacecraft into orbit around
the planet, and so have the Europeans. Japan also came agonizingly close with its Nozomi probe,
which was redirected away from a Mars orbit just last month after attempts to fix damaged electri-
cal circuits failed.
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As far as corporate earnings reports show, Japan’s economic recovery is moving in the fast lane,
with many large companies chalking up record profits for the fiscal year that ended March 31,
2004. At the top of the list is Toyota Motor Corp., which reported group net income of more than
1 trillion yen for the first time. Consolidated pretax profits for companies listed in the first section
of the Tokyo Stock Exchange totaled more than 20 trillion yen, an all-time record, according to eco-

nomic think tanks.
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Relations between the United States and much of the Islamic world have been marked by mis-
trust and misunderstanding, particularly since the war in Iraq. A panel of Islamic experts says
there are moves both sides can make to improve understanding. Many Americans first became
acquainted with Islam during the Iranian hostage crisis in 1979. Since then, many people in the
United States perceive Islam as violent and intolerant. The United States, experts say, is widely
seen in the Muslim world as a colonial power trying to redraw the map and fighting a war against

their religion.
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