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A Study of Industrial Heritage and Industrial Tourism
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TICCIH Japan National Report 2012~2015

Akira OITA, Prof. of Atomi University

National Representative of Japan

Regional revitalization policy of the Abe cabinet (Dec. 2012 ~ );
Most of regions through tourism, a few through industrial tourism

Japan Industrial Archaeology Society (acronym JIAS est. in 1977) holds annually two meetings. One is the gen-
eral assembly in May of the year in Tokyo and another is the national meeting in autumn somewhere of the
provinces. National meetings in the 1980s / 1990s, however, with 60~100 people attending them including some
local people, have been yet recognized widely, but they played a certain role to give publicity on industrial heritage
to the local community. Things, laws and ordinances concerned with cultural assets in Japan have changed greatly
in the 1990s / 2000s.

And since “Iwami silver mine and its cultural landscape” was recorded on the UNESCO World Cultural Heritage
List in 2007 as the first “World Industrial Heritage” of Japan, local communities and municipal authorities tend to
count industrial heritage as leader for tourists. So that the national meeting of JIAS in 2012 was held in Niithama-
city in Ehime-Pref. and the excursion to Besshi (Fig. 1).

In 2013 was it held in Toyama-city in Toyama-Pref. and the excursion to the Tateyama caldera (now a dormant
volcano) and its sand guard dam(s) (Fig. 2), and in 2014 was it took place in Okayama-city in Okayama-Pref. and the
visit to the Kojima-Bay reclaimed land (Fig. 3).

In the meantime (2015) “Tomioka Silk Mill and Related Sites” (Fig. 4) was registered at the UNESCO World Heri-
tage List as the second World Industrial Heritage of Japan. () In 2015 the national meeting of JIAS is scheduled

Fig. 1: Besshi Copper Mines in 1890

1.. LN i N }.i
S

g :’-:-I‘I .‘i H
et I

The House of Sumitomo developed a copper smelting technology called “Nanban-buki (Western Refining)” to
extract silver from crude copper.

The Besshi Copper mines continued operations from 1691 for 283 years, with laying the groundwork for successes
of Sumitomo's business.

Source: http://www.sumitomocorp.co.jp/english/company/history/ [English]
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Fig. 2: Shiraiwa Sand Guard Dam

This facility (SABO Dam) was established in 1939 protecting the Toyama Plain from flood damage. In 2009 desig-
nated as the National “Important Cultural Properties” of Japan.
Source: http://www.chiiki-dukuri-hyakka.or.jp/book/monthly/1301/html/f06img.htm

Fig. 3: The triple floodgate of Hinoe-gawa (the river Hinoe)

This facility (Himon: floodgate) of red bricks and granite was constructed in 1904.

The Kojima-Bay reclaimed land make up to ca. 11000ha from 1720's (in the middle of the Edo era) to 1963, (when
reclamation works finished).

Photo: A. OITA / 16. Oct. 2014

to be held on October 24 and 25 in Kashiwazaki-city in Niigata Pref, where they made their money from shipping,
cotton crape, the oil industry, railways and the machine industry - there are a series of industrial heritage left in
places from the 18" century to the end of the Showa era (1980's). (¢ *)

(#)~(x%) (P v—7 1 YOKETEHE L2285 (1238 - FHH)
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Fig. 4 Tomioka Silk Mill

The first full-scale raw silk factory (established in 1872) introducing machine-reeling technology from France.
Source: http://worldheritage.pref.gunma.jp/en [English]

Statutory protection of the Cultural Heritage (including Industrial Heritage)

You can see all kinds of Japanese Cultural Properties on web-site “Cultural Heritage Online” (see here: http://
bunka.nii.acjp/Index.do [Japanese / English a part]), which is brought to you by the Agency for Cultural Affairs.
And Agency for Cultural Affairs, Government of Japan, shows and goes into details of Policy of Cultural Affairs in
2014 (see here: http://www.bunka.go.jp/english/pdf/2014_policy.pdf [English]).

You all know that Japan was struck by a massive earthquake, Great East Japan Earthquake, on March 11 2011.
Recovery projects in every direction including industrial heritage are now in process. About cultural heritage you
can find the report, “Progress Report of Great East Japan Earthquake Recovery. Present State of Affected Cultural
Heritage. 5 November, 2014 Japan ICOMOS National Committee”, that was distributed among the members at the
18® ICOMOS General Assembly in Florence (Nov. 2014).

Relevant to Museums

Japanese Association of Museums (JAM) was founded in 1928 and incorporated in 1940. In March 2014 there are
in Japan approximately 4,000 museums, one-fourth of which are members of JAM, (if including private and/or
small-scale museums, over 8500 museums are there) with various specification from history, art, science and so on
(see here: http://www j-muse.or.jp/en/index.php [English]).

The Tokyo National Museum and Toppan Printing (Co.) opened the TNM & TOPPAN MUSEUM THEATER,
where you can see a virtual reality technology production based on the cultural property to be jointly produced
and screened since October 2007. (see here: http://www.toppan.co.jp/en/news/search.html?’page=1&lang=en&type
=news&category=all&ie=u&kw=TNM%2B%2526%2BTOPPAN%2BMuseum%2BTheater [English]) And from Janu-
ary 2013 on using the latest VR technology with a giant (300 inches) screen, the Theater's navigator-guided
programs offer close-up encounters with prized cultural properties. (see here: http://www.toppan-vr.jp/mt/ [in Jap-
anese only]) In the near future we hope this technology could be applied to Industrial Heritage Sites.

In July 2013 Japan Railway West (Co.) announced the Modern Transportation Museum in Osaka to be closed on
6 April 2014 and the Umekoji SL Museum in Kyoto also to be closed on 30 August 2015. Both museums of JR West
have a formal partnership (sisterhood) with the National Railway Museum York / UK since 2000. (see here: http://
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www.nrm.org.uk/AboutUs/ourwork.aspx) Exhibits of the former museum will be transferred to the latter, rebuilt

and renewal of which newly named “the Kyoto Railway Museum” will reopen in spring 2016.

Publications

JIAS published 2 books and 1 booklet, and CSIH (the Chubu Society for the Industrial Heritage, member of TIC-

CIH as an organ) issued the publication of the 20™ anniversary.

1)

“Nihon no Kindai wo hiraita Sangyo-isan. Suisen Sangyo-isan 1985~2010 / Industrial heritage sites JIAS recom-
mended 1985-2010", Tadashi Ohashi & Kanji Tamagawa ed., JIAS Tokyo, 2011 pp.207. ISBN978-4-9905869-1-1
[Japanese]; From 1985 JIAS has appreciated industrial heritage sites, these of which were not at this time
selected as national / prefectural / municipal ‘cultural property’. At the annual meeting each time a couple of
sites or objects were made public and celebrated, and this book contains Industrial heritage sites JIAS recom-
mended. So it summed up to 82 until 2010.

"Sangyo-isan Kenkyu no Genzai / TICCIH Taiwan 2012 Collected Japanese Papers”, JIAS & TICCIH Japan
Committee (Akira Oita) ed., JIAS Tokyo, 2014 pp.95. ISBN978-4-9905869-1-2; This book consists of 10 papers,
which were read at the 15" TICCIH plenary Congress in Taiwan. [Japanese full papers / English title and
abstract accepted by the executive committee in Taiwan 2012]

"The Tateyama caldera. SABO Shisetsu no Igi to Rekishiteki-Kachi (The significance and evaluation of the facil-
ity (SABO Dam) in the history of disaster prevention)’, A record of Toyama symposium October 13 2013 (Kiichi
Yoshida ed.), JTAS Tokyo, 2014 pp.43; Various facilities and systems have been established to provide protection
from flood damage. Sediment and erosion control facilities, such as Shiraiwa Sand Guard Dam (Fig. 2: above),
play an important role in protecting then Toyama Plain from debris flows. (RIVERS IN JAPAN 1998: http://
www.adrc.asia/management/JPN/RIVERS%20IN%20J APAN%201998 html [English]).

"Chubu ni okeru Sangyo-isan Kenkyu no Ayumi (The Chubu Society for the Industrial Heritage, the 20* Anni-
versary Memorial Edition)”, CSIH editorial Committee ed. CSIH Nagoya, 2014 pp.181+iii [Japanese, only
Contents: English]. The Chubu district consists of Aichi, Gifu, Shizuoka, Mie and the southern part of Nagano

Prefectures.

A sketch map of the seats of [Fig. 1] ~ [Fig. 4].

Shiraiwa Dam (Fig.2)

The Kojima-Bay (Fig.3)
J L \ Tomioka (Fig.4)

Kyoto
| Besshi (Fig.1) |

2015.04.15 A.OITA
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This year’s annual UNESCO World Heritage Committee held in Bonn saw the inscription of the ambitious Jap-

anese nomination of the Industrial Sites of the Meiji Period. It is of global significance as evidence for the first

successful intercontinental transfer of industrialization from Europe to Asia, spread over 23 sites set in eight
areas. The earlier mid-nineteenth-century sites demonstrate how copying from textbooks failed but a later meld-
ing of Western artisan knowledge with indigenous techniques laid the foundation of the Japanese industrialization
in the early twentieth century. The concentration on iron-smelting, shipbuilding and coalmining complements the
earlier inscription of the Tomioka Silk Mill, representing the textile industry. The Japanese have committed to

interpreting all aspects of the inscribed sites.
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