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SUMMARY

The ‘dialogues’ in Tohimondd, literally “City and Country Dialogues,” which Ishida Baigan
published, have the following characteristics. First, as to the relation between the questioners
and the replier, they talk with each other on terms of equality. The questioners are a peasant,
merchant, scholar, priest, and so on, who live in a city and its outskirts. The one who replies
is the author, Ishida Baigan. The relation between them is not that of teacher and student,
but that of equals. They put forth their questions, tell their opinions, make objections, give
advice, and try to persuade each other.

Second, concerning the characteristics of the dialogues as compared with others, for
example Okinamondo and Déjimon: {a) people call each other ‘ware {I> and ‘nanji {(you)’
and argue in equal language; (b) the initiative in the dialogues is taken by Baigan, and thus
he expresses his philosophy ; {c) but he doesn’t seem to succeed in his persuasion of it ; (d)
accordingly, it seems that Baigan expresses his hope in others’ dialogues.

Lastly, 1 think the dialogues in Tohtmondé played an important role by rendering the

general and abstract truth (MICHI') in concrete and practicable terms for the common people

of his age.

Key words : dialogue (RJ&), Tohimondé (TERBERIZS]), Ishida Baigan (FHHEE)
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