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A Note on the Sleeve Width of Kimono (for Daily Wear)

AWM

Saeko Homma

For the purpose of determing the appropriate width of the sleeve, we have conducted
the following experiment on 145 students. Each student raises her extended arm horizo-
ntally. An assistant places a piece of fabric of the student’s choice, and adjusts the width
of the sleeve by moving it up and down. An examiner stands behind the student (2 or
2.5 meters away from her) and observe. The examiner records the width which she feels
is most suitable to the student. This width is called the ‘“‘impressionistically determined
sleeve width””. This experiment shows that the average impressionistically determined
sleeve width is about 30 or 31 percent of the student’s height. Therefore, we suggest
that one way to determine the appropriate sleeve width for a person is to measure the

impressionistically determined sleeve width for her.
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