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1 and now and then the fantastic shadows of birds in flight flitted across the long tussore-silk
curtains that were stretched in front of the huge window, producing a kind of momentary Japanese
effect, and making him think of those pallid jade—faced painters of Tokio who, through the medium

) o ) ) Ty
of an art that is necessarily immobile, seek to convey the sense of swiftness and motion.
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2 Marco Polo had seen the inhabitants of Zipangu place rose-coloured pearls in the mouths of
12)

the dead.
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13
3. and Japanese Foukousas with their green-toned golds and their marvellously-plumaged birds.
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4 . 1 know that you are fond of Japanese things. Now, do you really imagine that the Japanese
people, as they are presented to us in art, have any existence? If you do, you have never under-
stood Japanese art at all. The Japanese people are the deliberate self-conscious creation of certain
individual artists. If you set a picture by Hokusai or Hokkei, or any of the great native painters,
beside a real Japanese gentleman or lady, you will see that there is not the slightest resemblance
between them. The actual people who live in Japan are not unlike the general run of English peo-
ple; that is to say, they are extremely commonplace, and have nothing curious or extraordinary ab-

14
out them. In fact, the whole of Japan is a pure invention.
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5. So every day I see something curious and new, and now think of going to Japan and wish
15
Walter would come or could come with me.
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1 . High above the city, on a tall column, stood the statue of the Happy Prince.
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2 . One night there flew over the city a little Swallow. His friends had gone away to Egypt six
weeks before, but he had stayed behind, for he was in love with the most beautiful Reed. He had
met her early in the spring as he was flying down the river after a big yellow moth, and had been

so attracted by her slender waist that he had stopped to talk to her.
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3. And now that I am dead they have set me up here so high that I can see all the ugliness

and all the misery of my city, and though my heart is made of lead yet [ cannot choose but weep.
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4 . He passed by the cathedral tower, where the white marble angels were sculptured. He pas-
sed by the palace and heard the sound of dancing.

5. He passed over the river, and saw the lanterns hanging to the masts of the ships. He passed
over the Ghetto, and saw the old Jews bargaining with each other, and weighing out money in cop-

per scales. At last he came to the poor house and looked in.
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6 . When day broke he flew down to the river and had a bath. “What a remarkable phe-

nomenon!” said the Professer of Ornithology as he was passing over the bridge.

PEOFIIVE =% RIFZRH, NTKETE LTWAEEHIZTIO Y /SN2 2 R CREAYED
BOBHZN, TIIEBOErHEY ARTATHAYH D, JIHEIZITKFERNEPLRD
DT, NALYBNMEPOR TS EWV) ZEIERETLILEND S,

7 . “To-night I go to Egypt,” said the Swallow, and he was in high spirits at the prospect. He vi-
sited all the public monuments, and sat a long time on top of the church steeple. Wherever he went

the Sparrows chirruped, and said to each other, “What a distinguished stranger!” so he enjoyed

himself very much.
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8 . “Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow,” said the prince, “far away across the city I see a young
man in a garett. He is leaning over a desk covered with papers, and in a tumbler by his side there
is a bunch of withered violets. His hair is brown and crisp, and his lips are red as a pomegranate,

and he has large and dreamy eyes
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9 . So the Swallow plucked out the prince’s eye, and flew away to the student’s garret. It was
easy enough to get in, as there was a hole in the roof. Through this he darted, and came into the

room.
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10. The next day the Swallow flew down to the harbour. He sat on the mast of a large vessel
and watched the sailors hauling big chests out of the hold with ropes. “Heave a-hoy!” they shouted

as each chest came up.
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11. “In the square below,” said the Happy Prince, “there stands a little match-girl. She has let
her matches fall in the gutter, and they are all spoiled. Her father will beat her if she does not
bring home some money, and she is crying. She has no shoes or stockings, and her little head is

bare.
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12. So he plucked out the prince’'s other eye, and darted down with it. He swooped past the
match-girl, and slipped the jewel into the palm of her hand. “What a lovely bit of glass!” cried the

little girl; and she ran home, laughing.
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13. All the next day he sat on the Prince’s shoulder, and told him stories of what he had seen in

strange lands.
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14. “Dear little swallow,” said the Prince, “you tell me of marvellous things, but more marvel-
lous than anything is the suffering of men and of women. There is no Mystery so great as Misery.
Fly over my city, little Swallow, and tell me what you see there.”

So the Swallow flew over the great city, and saw the rich making merry in their beautiful
houses, while the beggars were sitting at the gates. He flew into dark lanes, and saw the white
faces of starving children looking out listlessly at the black streets. Under the archway of a bridge
two little boys were lying in one another’s arms to try and keep themselves warm. “How hungry
we are!” they said. “You must not lie here,” shouted the watchman, and they wandered out into the
rain.

Then he flew back and told the Prince what he had seen.
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15. 'Have a box, my Lord?’ he said, when he saw me, and he took off his hat with an air of
gorgeous servility. There was something about him, Harry, that amused me. He was such a mons-
ter. You will laugh at me, I kow, but I really went in and paid a whole guinea for the Stage-b(()];.

16. For some reason or other, the house was crowded that night, and the fat Jew manager who
met them at the door was beaming from ear to ear with an oily, tremulous smile. He escorted them
to their box with a sort of pompous humility, waving his fat jewelled hands, and talking at the top
of his voigg.

17. She crouched on the floor like a wounded thing, and Dorian Gray, with his beautiful eyes,
looked down at her, and his chiselled lips curled in exquisite disdaiﬂr?.

18. He opened the door and went out on the landing. The house was absolutely quiet. No one
was about. For a few seconds he stood bending over the balustrade, and peering down into the
black seething well of darknes(zg.

19. How quickly it had all been done! He felt strangely calm, and, walking over to the window,
opened it, and stepped out on the balcony. The wind had blown the fog away, and the sky was like
a monstrous peacock's tail, starred with myriads of golden eyes. He looked down, and saw the
policeman going his rounds and flashing the long beam of his lantern on the doors of the silent

ey
houses.
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1. He was gilded all over with thin leaves of fine gold, for eyes he had two bright sapphires, and

a large red ruby glowed on his sword-hilt.
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2. “He looks just like an angel,” said the Charity Children as they came out of the cathedral in

their bright scalet cloaks and their clean white pinafores.
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3. He had met her early in the spring as he was flying down the river after a big yellow moth,
ZZTDher BEXEDENI LTHDH LWL WERE
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4 . So he flew round and round her, touching the water with his wings, and making silver ripples.
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5. “I have a golden bedroom,”
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6 . The eyes of the Happy Prince were filled with tears, and tears were running down his golden

cheeks.
BTV — ke, HENILEEEZOMAS LY
7 . Her face is thin and worn, and she has coarse, red hands, all pricked by the needle,
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8 . She is embroidering passion-flowers on a satin gown for the lovelist of the Queen’s maids-of-

honour to wear at the next Court-ball.
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9. He has a fever, and is asking for oranges.
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10. Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow, will you not bring her the ruby out of my sword-hilt?
V¥ — DEER 72 7

11. The King is there himself in his painted coffin. He is wrapped in yellow linen, and embalmed

with spices. Round his neck is chain of pale green jade, and his hands are like withered leaves.”
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12. So the Swallow picked out the great ruby from the Prince’s sword, and flew away with it in

his beak over the roofs of the town.
B bId L LRI 2R, BEMSLKOMAG LY
13. He passed by the cathedral tower, where the white marble angels were sculptured.
HOFEL SHHFSIN TS
14. “I have ordered. passion-flowers to be embroidered on it; but the seamstresses are so lazy.”
FISC 8 12 U
15. In he hopped, and laid the great ruby on the table beside the woman’s thimble.
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16. When the moon rose he flew back to the Happy Prince.
AL EF, SHEOHAGDYE

17. At noon the yellow lions come down to the water’s edge to drink. They have eyes like green
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beryls, and their roar is louder than the roar of the cataract.
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18. He is leaning over a desk covered with papers, and in a tumbler by his side there is a bunch
of withered violets. His hair is brown and crisp, and his lips are red as a pomegranate, and he has

large and dreamy eyes.
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19. “Shall I take him another ruby ?”
“Alas! I have no ruby now,” said the Prince; “my eyes are all that [ have left. They are made of

rare sapphires, which were brought out of India a thousand years ago.
xS, BEOMEK (o ruby), #EISEWVEREOMB (sapphiers)

20. and when he looked up he found the beautiful sapphier lying on the withered violets.
T, BRI

21. In Egypt the sun is warm on the green palm-trees, and the crocodiles lie in the mud and look
lazily about them. My companions are building a nest in the Temple of Baalbec, and the pink and

white doves are watching them, and cooing to each other.
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22. The ruby shall be redder than a ved rose, and the sapphire shall be as blue as the great sea.
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23. He told him of the red ibises, who stand in long rows on the banks of the Nile, and catch
goldfish in their beaks,
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24. and carry amber beads in their hands,
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25. of the king of the Mountains of the Moon, who is as black as ebony,
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26. of the great green snake that sleeps in a palm-tree,
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27. He flew into dark lanes, and saw the white faces of starving children looking out listlessly at
the black streets.
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28. “I am covered with fine gold,” said the Prince, “you must take it off, leaf by leaf, and give it
to my poor; the living always think that gold can make them happy.”
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29. Leaf after leaf of the fine gold the Swallow picked off, till the Happy Prince looked quite dull
and grey.
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30. Leaf after leaf of the fine gold he brought to the poor, and the children’s faces grew rosier,
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31. The streets looked as if they were make of stlver,
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32. and the little boys wore scarlet caps and skated on the ice.
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33. “The ruby has fallen out of his sword, his eyes are gone, and he is golden no longer,”
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34. “for in my garden of Paradise this little bird shall sing for evermore, and in my city of gold
the Happy Prince shall praise me.”
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1. He passed by the cathedral tower, where the white marble angels were sculptured. He pas-
sed by the palace and heard the sound of dancing. A beautiful girl came out on the balcony with
her lover. “How wonderful the stars are,” he said to her, “and how wonderful is the power of
love!”

“I hope my dress will be ready in time for the state-ball,” she answered; “I have ordered
passion-flowers to be embroidered on it; but the seamstresses are lazy.”

He passed over the river, and saw the lanterns hanging to the masts of the ships. He passed
over the Ghetto, and saw the old Jews bargaining with each other, and weighing out money in cop-
per scales. At last he came to the poor house and looked in.

2 . So the Swallow flew over the great city, and saw the rich making merry in their beautiful

houses, while the beggars were sitting at the gates.
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