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A Saturday afternoon in November was approaching the time of twilight, and the vast tract
of unenclosed wild known as Egdon Heath embrowned itself moment by moment. Overhead the
hollow stretch of whitish cloud shutting out the sky was as a tent which had the whole heath
for its floor.

The heaven being spread with this pallid screen and the earth with the darkest vegetation,
their meeting-line at the horizon was clearly marked. In such contrast the heath wore the
appearance of an instalment of night which had taken up its place before its astronomical

hour was come: darkness had to a great extent arrived hereon, while day stood distinct in the

sky. (55 1% 41 %)
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There the form stood, motionless as the hill beneath. Above the plain rose the hill, above
the hill rose the barrow, and above the barrow rose the figure. Above the figure was nothing
that could be mapped elsewhere than on a celestial globe.

Such a perfect, delicate, and necessary finish did the figure give to the dark pile of hills
that it seemed to be the only obvious justification of their outline. Without it, there was the
dome without the lantern; with it the architectural demands of the mass were satisfied. The
scene was strangely homogeneous, in that the vale, the upland, the barrow, and the figure
above it amounted only to unity. Looking at this or that member of the group was not observ-
ing a complete thing, but a fraction of a thing. (% 1 &4 2 &)
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And so we see our Eustacia — for at times she was not altogether unlovable — arriving at
that stage of enlightenment which feels that nothing is worth while, and filling up the spare
hours of her existence by idealizing Wildeve for want of a better object. This was the sole
reason of his ascendency: she knew it herself. At moments her pride rebelled against her pas-
sion for him, and she even had longed to be free. But there was only one circumstance which
could dislodge him, and that was the advent of a greater man. (& 1 ZB%5 7 &)
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The face was well shaped, even excellently. But the mind within was beginning to use it as

a mere waste tablet whereon to trace its idiosyncrasies as they developed themselves. The
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beauty here visible would in no long time be ruthlessly overrun by its parasite, thought,
which might just as well have fed upon a plainer exterior where there was nothing it could
harm. Had Heaven preserved Yeobright from a wearing habit of meditation, people woﬁld
have said, ‘A handsome man.’ Had his brain unfolded under sharper contours they would
have said, ‘A thoughtful man.’ But an inner strenuousness was preying upon an outer
symmetry, and they rated his look as singular.

Hence people who began by beholding him ended by perusing him. His countenance was
overlaid with legible meanings. Without being thought-worn he yet had certain marks derived
from a perception of his surroundings, such as are not unfrequently found on men at the end
of the four or five years of endeavour which follow the close of placid pupilage. He already
showed that thought is a disease of flesh, and indirectly bore evidence that ideal physical
beauty is incompatible with emotional development and a full recognition of the coil of things.
Mental luminousness must be fed with the oil of life, .even though there is already a physical
need for it; and the pitiful sight of two demands on one supply was just showing itself here.
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On an evening such as this Yeobright descended into the Blooms-End valley from beside
that very pool, where he had been standing with another person quite silently and quite long
enough to hear all this puny stir of resurrection in nature; yet he had not heard it. His walk
was rapid as he came down, and he went with a springy tread. Before entering upon his
mother’s premises he stopped and breathed. The light which shone forth on him from the
window revealed that his face was flushed and his eye bright. What it did not show was
something which lingered upon his lips like a seal set there. The abiding presence of this im-
press was so real that he hardly dared to enter the house, for it seemed as if his mother might
say, ‘What red spot is that glowing upon your mouth so vividly?' (5§ 3 % 3 %)
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Three antagonistic growths had to be kept alive: his mother’s trust in him, his plan for be-
coming a teacher, and Eustacia’s happiness. His fervid nature could not afford to relinquish
one of these, though two of the three were as many as he could hope to preserve. Though his
love was as chaste as that of Petrarch for his Laura, it had made fetters of what previously
was only a difficulty. A position which was not too simple when he stood whole-hearted had
become indescribably complicated by the addition of Eustacia. Just when his mother was
beginning to tolerate one scheme he had introduced another still bitterer than the first, and
the combination was more than she could bear. (4 3 45 4 %)
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His familiars were creeping and winged things, and they seemed to enroll him in their band.
Bees hummed around his ears with an intimate air, and tugged at the heath and furze-flowers
at his side in such numbers as to weigh them down to the sod. The strange amber-coloured
butterflies which Egdon produced, and which were never seen elsewhere, quivered in the
breath of his lips, alighted upon his bowed back, and sported with the glittering point of his
hook as he flourished it up and down. Tribes of emerald-green grasshoppers leaped over his
feet, falling awkwardly on their backs, heads, or hips, like unskilful acrobats, as chance might
rule; or engaged themselves in noisy flirtations under the fern-fronds with silent ones of
homely hue. Huge flies, ignorant of larders and wire-netting, and quite in a savage state,
buzzed about him without knowing that he was a man. (45 4 345 2 #)
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If any one knew the heath well it was Clym. He was permeated with its scenes, with its
substance, and with its odours. He might be said to be its product. His eyes had first opened
thereon; with its appearance all the first images of his memory were mingled; his estimate of
life had been coloured by it; his toys had been the flint knives and arrow-heads which he
found there, wondering why stones should ‘grow’ to such odd shapes; his flowers, the purple
bells and yellow furze; his animal kingdom, the snakes and croppers; his society, its human
haunters. Take all the varying hates felt by Eustacia Vye towards the heath, and translate
them into loves, and you have the heart of Clym. (% 3 &% 2 &)
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Was Yeobright's mind well-proportioned? No. A well-proportioned mind is one which shows
no particular bias; one of which we may safely say that it will never cause its owner to be
confined as a madman, tortured as a heretic, or crucified as a blasphemer. Also, on the other
hand, that it will never cause him to be applauded as a prophet, revered as a priest, or ex-
alted as a king. Its usual blessings are happiness and mediocrity. ... It never would have
allowed Yeobright to do such a ridiculous thing as throw up his business to benefit his
fellow-creatures. (5 3 #B% 2 &)
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‘He'll never carry it out in the world,’ said Fairway. ‘In a few weeks he’ll learn to see
things otherwise.’ V

“Tis good-hearted of the young man,’ said another. ‘But, for my part, I think he had better
mind his business.’ (4 3 #%5 1 #)
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‘Can I go, can I go?’ she moaned. ‘He’s not great enough for me to give myself to — he does
not suffice for my desire! ... But to break my marriage vow for him — it is too poor a luxury!
... And I have no money to go alone! And if I could, what comfort to me? I must drag on next
year, as | have dragged on this year, and the year after that as before. How I have tried and
tried to be a splendid woman, and how destiny has been against me! ... I do not deserve my
lot” she cried in a frenzy of bitter revolt. ‘O, the cruelty of putting me into this ill-conceived
world! I was capable of much; but I have been injured and blighted and crushed by things
beyond my control! O, how hard it is of Heaven to devise such tortures for me, who have done
no harm to Heaven at alll’ (%55 55 7 &)
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