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He drew a long breath, and murmured bitterly, ‘Ah, you are cleverer than I. You can do ev-
erything — I can do nothing! O Miss Swancourt!” he burst out wildly, his heart swelling in his

throat, ‘I must tell you how I love you! All these months of my absence I have worshipped

you. (7 #)
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You know I think more of you than I can tell; that you are my queen. I would die for you,
Elfride!’

A rapid red again filled her cheeks, and she looked at him meditatively. What a proud mo-
ment it was for Elfride then! She was rulmg a heart with absolute despotism for the first time
in her life. (%57 %)
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He was grieved, for amid all the distractions of his latter years a still small voice of fidelity

to Knight had lingered on in him. Perhaps this staunchness was because Knight ever
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treated him as a mere disciple — even to snubbing him sometimes; and had at last, though un-
wittingly, inflicted upon him the greatest snub of all, that of taking away his sweetheart. The
emotional side of his constitution was built rather after a feminine than a male model; and
that tremendous wound from Knight's hand may have tended to keep alive a warmth which

solicitousness would have extinguished altogether. (£538%)
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Knight argued from Elfride’s unwontedness of manner, which was matter of fact, to an un-
wontedness in love, which was matter of inference only. Incrédules les plus crédules. ‘Elfride,
he said, ‘had hardly looked upon a man till she saw me.” (§520%)
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At the moment of embracing, Elfride’s eyes involuntarily flashed towards the Puffin steam-
boat. It had doubled the point, and was no longer to be seen.

An overwhelming rush of exultation at having delivered the man she revered from one of
the most terrible forms of death, shook the gentle girl to the centre of her soul. It merged in a
defiance of duty to Stephen, and a total recklessness as to plighted faith. Every nerve of her
will was now in entire subjection to her feeling — volition as a guiding power had forsaken
her. To remain passive, as she remained now, encircled by his arms, was a sufficiently com-
plete result — a glorious crown to all the years of her life. Perhaps he was only grateful, and
did not love her. No matter: it was infinitely more to be even the slave of the greater than the
queen of the less. Some such sensation as this, though it was not recognized as a finished
thought, raced along the impressionable soul of Elfride. (§522%%)
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B % K& Fi1F TV B Elfride 12, MFEOHRT, HSEMICLTHEERIC 2> TILBRY
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By the side of the instructive and piquant snubbings she received from Knight, Stephen’s
general agreeableness seemed watery; by the side of Knight's spare love-making, Stephen’s
continual outflow seemed lackadaisical. She had begun to sigh for somebody further on in
manhood. Stephen was hardly enough of a man.

Perhaps there was a proneness to inconstancy in her nature — a nature, to those who con-
template it from a standpoint beyond the influence of that inconstancy, the most exquisite of
all in its plasticity and ready sympathies. Partly, tvoo, Stephen’s failure to make his hold on
her heart a permanent one was his too timid habit of dispraising himself to her — a peculiar-
ity which, exercised towards sensible men, stirs a kindly chord of attachment that a marked
assertiveness would leave untouched, but inevitably leads the most sensible woman in the
world to undervalue him who practises it. Directly domineering ceases in the man, snubbing
begins in the woman; the trite but no less unfortunate fact being that the gentler creature

rarely has the capacity to appreciate fair treatment from her natural complement. (4527%)
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‘Because you know even less of love-making and matrimonial prearrangement than I, and so

you can’t draw invidious comparisons if I do my engaging improperly.” (#529%)

LE 5 7B, Knight ZESOAMUEBRHELTVE, STWKXECEROLELIETLHI LD
(64)



TELRVWRELZEHD LI O0H 5, LT, %I Elfride IZBADZ EDRE LR, i
DHREDORE LY, Eﬁ%mkwm%mmuLftiott%széaﬁmm%@&éu
T o LB AL TTW D, Elfride DIFICOVTORIFL LY, HBOBBELLEFIT-Z Ly
BE2ZoNhZwDThAb,

CDEHIILT, Knight DEZRELDTHE7VEYIET 5 Elfride DRI, BRITE b K%
HHEIERBE LTHATAI LIRS, Stephen E KELZBLEILLTLE 52 EBVIAAT
V2% Elfride D EIZ, TOBERIKRELEEDLHIIIDOL2D5TLBIDTH -7, Elfride &
Knight (23 LET I EDEMISHER ST, EHOHENIIESN DA, LhikrZFOBRIMH
Vo DT Stephen & DERTHM T /2, BEAMLITEL L > TW5, ELBREIIETIZ
E, HEAPHEEIIZ > TOWIEIAMLTWEL, HALZTERS VDS, Bndb
HEBH LT Knight DFLEZ) H5S, BERBIIBVWTLERTHLI LIZVRMFVTVE, 2
A, BICERGZBEPEALZLDODPHS %\ (31%F) Elfride iX, BHO#KFLELEICK
ERDBDEEMLT, Knight ¥ RkoTLE)DOTRAZVOELET LR, EATELZV, &
DEITESTVEI)BIZ, BEROEIIRLT, HFBON SR HRENFRAIBETHEHS»ICL
T, BREDVLTDBVEDTOLDTH 5,

[ D TF ] (Vassal unto Love) & & it SN/ 430ETH F NI T 5, Knight 1385 <
mmm®$t%f5ﬁ,mm&@ﬂw&@%%ttfﬁ%ﬁwtwtéio%@ﬁ$t&tm
u,ﬁ%K%&WMnﬁEWW%tLTEM@K%LtfkﬁT%otoWWK%TTLXO
FRBADPOLESNIALTD, ThEFRT I EEFEERT ) 2VWHITHICEDLISE, #hT, #
DM DOANDPSDFEVWEN L L E-T, JOKATE%L Knight 12525, ZOHKREF T
Elfride &, B Z4& T T Knight DFWHIHA 1 DS b h 572, 7275072F & Knight 125
Nk, @R EITTHEEOCEEIFTnw,

The unreserved girl was never chary of letting her lover discover how much she admired
him. She never once held an idea in opposition to any one of his, or insisted on any point with
him, or showed any independence, or held her own on any subject. His lightest whim she re-
spected and obeyed as law, and if, expressing her opinion on a matter, he took up the subject

and differed from her, she instantly threw down her own opinion as wrong and untenable. (%%

30%)
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Male lovers as well as female can be spoilt by too much kindness, and Elfride’s uniform

submissiveness had given Knight a rather exacting manner at crises, attached to her as he

was. (5530%)
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‘I always meant to be the first comer in a woman’s heart, fresh lips or none for me.’ How
childishly blind he must have seemed to this mere girl! How she must have laughed at him in-
wardly! He absolutely writhed as he thought of the confession she had wrung from him on the
boat in the darkness of night. The one conception which had sustained his dignity when
drawn out of his shell on that occasion — that of her charming ignorance of all such matters
— how absurd it was! (#30%)
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Elfride’s docile devotion to Knight was now its own enemy. Clinging to him so dependent-
ly,she taught him in time to presume upon that devotion — a lesson men are not slow to learn.
A slight rebelliousness occasionally would have done him no harm, and would have been a

world of advantage to her. But she idolized him, and was proud to be his bond-servant. (%30
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