Arthur Conan Doyle & |
Spiritualism I22WT (ffiE)*

xR X & =

4 Z ool &

Bi%& (Arthur Conan Doyle @ Spiritualism i22W ) IZ5| &% &, 7F A b & LT, Arthur
Conan Doyle ; The New Revelation and the Vital Message . London, Psychic Press Ltd.,
1981 ; % Fiv>, Conan Doyle £ D EFRTEE 12DV Tid, Ivan Cooke ed. ; The Return of
Arthur Conan Doyle . Liss, Hampshire ; The White Eagle Publishing Trust, 1985 ; ZP 5
BllET52kicT 5, ConanDoyle HEDX & Z LiIZHRI ¥ LD, B (EE) T,
FHEWEDLTTEBRIELFEXTHTS2 2L, 2D B, 4~6 £ TOZDDEIIH]
Epo, TOREOBFBEEFEREENS LTV,

Conan Doyle 319304 7 A 7 HICTIR T Z O % K o 7245, £ HEBRSH TO64F, KA
BUCBRZ TABHD T DI LS & 5 & LTz spiritualism %, ZORICH LT LERE
By, 7z, BEOKKICE T 3 Bl%E, LEFE, BURIESOMIEAER L RITHEIRIC
L 2EBRIRT, BERCZOEERDSEM T LN TETWS .Y FRTIE, 20X 5 BHEIHED
WL DOhb, KAXOEBICET 70, AR—ALBERERW TSI RS DRI THALT
WL ZERLZN,

B TA T &/ & 512, Conan Doyle I3, DEFEZET 2 TREBRERVWEOEBEDOED D
BPRETWVWSE, WA W3 }:_:D%ﬁg@:ﬁ%%o 7D LR bBEETACREST, BE—X{ER
K EWZ B2 Li2%3, ZOEHDLEZEIZIRD X I IZELTW,

4,1 When the war came it brought earnestness into all our souls and made us look more

closely at our own beliefs and reassess their values. In the presence of an agonized world,
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hearing every day of the deaths of the flower of our race in the first promise of their
unfulfilled youth, seeing around one the wives and mothers who had no clear conception
whither their loved one had gone to, I seemed suddenly to see that this subject with which
[ had so long dallied was not merely a study of a force outside the rules of science, but
that it was really something tremendous, a breaking down of the walls between two
worlds, a direct undeniable message from beyond, a call of hope and of guidance to the

human race at the time of its deepest affliction. (pj25)
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4,2 'The objective side of it ceased to interest, for having made up one’s mind that it was
true there was an end of the matter. The religious side of it was clearly of infinitely
greater importance. The telephone bell is in itself a very childish affair, but it may be the
signal for a very vital message. It seemed that all these phenomena, large and small, had
been the telephone bells which, senseless in themselves, had signalled to the human race :

“Rouse yourselves ! Stand by ! Be at attention ! Here are signs for you. They will lead
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up to the message which God wishes to send.” It was not the message not the signs which
really counted. A new revelation seemed to be in the course of delivery to the human race,
though how far it was still in what may be called the John-the-Baptist stage, and how far
some greater fulness and clearness might be expected hereafter, was more than any man
can say. My point is, that the physical phenomena which have been proved up to the hilt
for all who care to examine the evidence, are in themselves of no account, and that their
real value consists in the fact that they support and give objective reality to an immense
body of knowledge which must deeply modify our previous religious views, and must,
when properly understood and digested, make religion a very real thing, no longer a

matter of faith, but of actual experience and fact. (pp.25-26)
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4.3 There have always been two lines of attack by our opponents. The one is that our
facts are not true. This I have dealt with. The other is that we are upon forbidden ground
and should come off it and leave it alone. As I started from a position of comparative
materialism, this objection has never had any meaning for me, but to others I would
submit one or two considerations. The chief is that God has given us no power at all which
is under no circumstances to be used. The fact that wé possess it is in itself proof that it
is our bounden duty to study and to develop it. It is true that this, like every other power,
may be abused if we lose our general sense of proportion and of reason. But I repeat that
its mere possession is a strong reason Why it is lawful and binding that it be used.

It must also be remembered that this cry of illicit knowledge, backed by more or less
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appropriate texts, has been used against every advance of human knowledge. It was used
against the new astronomy, and Galileo had actually to recant. It was used against
Galvani and electricity. It was used against Darwin, who would certainly have been
burned had he lived a few centuries before. It was even used against Simpson’s use of
chloroform in child-birth, on the ground that the Bible declared “in pain shall ye bring
them forth.” Surely a plea which has been made so often, and so often abandoned, cannot

be regarded very seriously. (pp.27-28)
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4.4 Tt has been asserted by men for whose opinion I have a deep regard—mnotably by
Sir William Barrett——that psychical research is quite distinct from religion. Certainly
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it is so, in the sense that a man might be a very good psychical researcher but a very bad
man. But the results of psychical research, the deductions which we may draw, and the
lessons we may learn, teach us of the continued life of the soul, of the nature of that life,
and of how it is influenced by our conduct here. If this is distinct from religion, I must
confess that I do not understand the distinction. To me it is religion——the very essence
of it. But that does not mean that it will necessarily crystallise into a new religion.
Personally I trust that it will not do so. Surely we are disunited enough already. Rather
would I see it the great unifying force, the one provable thing connected with every
religion, Christian or non-Christian, forming the common solid basis upon which each
raises, if it must needs raise, that separate system which appeals to the varied types of
mind. The Southern races will always demand what is less austere than the North, the
West will always be more critical than the East. One cannot shape all to a level conform-
ity. But if the broad premises which are guaranteed by this teaching from beyond are
accepted, then the human race has made a great stride towards religious peace and unity.

(pp.32-33)
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4.5 The question which faces us, then, is how will this influence bear upon the older
organized religions and philosophies which have influenced the actions of men. The
answer is, that to only one of these religions or philosophies is this new revelation
absolutely fatal. That is to Materialism. I do not say this in any spirit of hostility to
Materialists, who, so far as they are an organized body, are, I think, as earnest and moral
as any other class. But the fact is manifest that if spirit can live without matter, then the
foundation of Materialism is gone, and the whole scheme of thought crashes to the
ground.

As to other creeds, it must be admitted that an acceptance of the teaching brought
to us from beyond would deeply modify conventional Christianity. But these modifications
would be rather in the direction of explanation and development than of contradiction. It
would set right grave misunderstandings which have always offended the reason of every
thoughtful man, but it would also confirm and make absolutely certain the fact of life
after death, the base of all religion. It would confirm the unhappy results of sin, though

it would show that those results are never absolutely permanent. (pp.33-34)
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235, IO spiritualism OF L WERE, HWEMEZBET 2O TRV, TR, T
RTDFHCBY 2EBERKEZ L > T, BRCZZO»INHETO%R S RWEZOD
Tk, LA, BiHAL LT, KBS TL»35 &L Conan Doyle 132
Z25DTH%, (Thus this new revelation, on some of the most vital points, is not
destructive of the old beliefs, and it should be hailed by really earnest men of all creeds
as a most powerful ally rather than a dangerous devil-begotten enemy.)
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4.6 People are alienated because they frankly do not b_elieve the facts as presented to
them to be true. Their reason and their sense of justice are equally offended. One can see
no justice in a vicarious sacrifice, nor in the God who could be placated by such means.
Above all, many cannot understand such expressions as the “redemption from sin,”
“cleansed by the blood of the Lamb,” and so forth. So long as there was any question of
the fall of man there was at least some sort of explanation of such phrases; but when it
became certain that man had never fallen——when with ever fuller knowledge we could
trace our ancestral course down through the cave-man and the drift-man, back to that
shadowy and far-off time when the man-like ape slowly evolved into the ape-like man
——Ilooking back on all this vast succession of life, we knew that it had always been rising
from step to step. Never was there any evidence of a fall. But if there were no fall, then
what became of the atonement, of the redemption, of original sin, of a large part of
Christian mystical philosophy? Even if it were as reasonable in itself as it is actually

unreasonable, it would still be quite divorced from the facts. (pp.34-35)
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4,7 When I read the New Testament with the knowledge which I have of Spiritualism,
I am left with a deep conviction that the teaching of Christ was in many most important
respects lost by the early Church, and has not come down to us. All these allusions to a
conquest over death have, as it seems to me, little meaning in the present Christian
philosophy, whereas for those who have seen, however dimly, through the veil, and
touched, however slightly, the out-stretched hands beyond, death has indeed been conquer-
ed. (p.36)
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4,8 When we read so many references to the phenomena with which we are familiar, the
levitations, the tongues of fire, the rushing wind, the spiritual gifts, the working of
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wonders, we feel that the central fact of all, the continuity of life and the communication
with the dead, was most certainly known. Our attention is arrested by such a saying as:
“Here He worked no wonders because the people were wanting in faith.” Is this not
absolutely in accordance with psychic law as we know it? Or when Christ, on being
touched by the sick woman, said: “Who has touched me? Much virtue has passed out of
me.” Could He say more clearly what a healing medium would now say, save that he
would use the word “power” instead of “virtue”; or when we read: “Try the spirits
whether they be of God,” is it not the very advice which would now be given to a novice

approaching a seance?
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5.1 Why was this tremendous experience forced upon mankind? Surely it is a superficial
thinker who imagines that the great Designer of all things has set the whole planet in a
ferment, and strained every nation to exhaustion, in order that this or that frontier be

moved, or some fresh combination be formed in the kaleidoscope of nations. No, the
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causes of the convulsion, and its objects are more profound that that. They are essentially
religious, not political. They lie far deeper than the national squabbles of the day. A
thousand years hence these national results may matter little, but the religious result will
rule the world. That religious result is the reform of the decadent Christianity of to-day,
its simplification, its purification, and its reinforcement by the facts of spirit communion

and the clear knowledge of what lies beyond the exit-door of death. (pp.77-78)
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5.2 The shock of the war was meant to rouse us to mental and moral earnestness, to
give us the courage to tear away venerable shams, and to force the human race to realise
and use the vast new revelation which has been so clearly stated and so abundantly

proved, for all who will examine the statements and proofs with an open mind. (p.78)
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5.3 The first is that in the Bible, which is the foundation of our present religious thought,
we have bound together the living and the dead, and the dead have tainted the living. A
mummy and an angel are in most unnatural partnership. There can be no clear thinking,
and no logical teaching until the old dispensation has been placed on the shelf of the
scholar, and removed from the desk of the teacher. It is indeed a wonderful book, in parts
the oldest which has come down to us, a book filled with rare knowledge, with history,
with poetry, with occultism, with folklore. But it has no connection with modern concep-

tion of religion. (p.80)
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5.4 Two contradictory codes have been circulated under one cover, and the result is dire
confusion. The one is a scheme depending upon a special tribal God, intensely anthropo-
morphic and filled with rage, jealousy and revenge. The conception pervades every book
of the Old Testament. Even in the psalms, which are perhaps the most spiritual and
beautiful section, the psalmist, amid much that is noble, sings of the fearsome things
which his God will do to his enemies. “They shall go down alive into hell.” There is the
keynote of this ancient document——a document which advocates massacre, condones.

polygamy, accepts slavery, and orders the burning so-called witches. (p.80)
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5.5 The second is less important, as it is a shifting of the point of view, rather than
an actual change. It is to be remembered that Christ’s life in this world occupied, so far
as we can estimate, thirty-three years, whilst from His arrest to His resurrection was
less than a week. Yet the whole Christian system has come to revolve round His death,
to the partial exclusion of the beautiful lesson of His life. Far too much weight has been
placed upon the one, and far too little upon the other, for the death, beautiful,and indeed
perfect, as it was, could be matched by that of many scores of thousands who have died
for an idea, while the life, with its consistent record of charity, breadth of mind,
unselfishness, courage, reason, and progressiveness, is absolutely unique and super-

human. (p.81)
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5.6 Inregard to the Old Testament I have never seen the matter treated in a spiritual
communication. The nature of Christ, however, and His teaching, have been expounded
a score of times with some variation of detail, but in the main as reproduced here.
Spirits have their individuality of view, and some carry over strong earthly preposses-
sions which they do not easily shed ; but reading many authentic spirit communications
one finds that the idea of redemption is hardly ever spoken of, while that of example
and influence is for ever insisted upon. In them Christ is the highest spirit known, the
son of God, as we all are, but nearer to God, and therefore in a more particular sense
His son. He does not, save in most rare and special cases, meets us when we die. Since
souls pass over, night and day, at the rate of about 100 a minute, this would seem
self-evident. After a time we may be admitted to His presence, to find a most tender,
sympathetic and helpful comrade and guide, whose spirit influences all things even
when His bodily presence is not visible. This is the general teaching of the other world
communications concerning Christ, the gentle, loving and powerful spirit which

broods ever over that world which, in all its many spheres, is His special care. (pp.84-85)
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6.1 It is stated in the second chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, that they, the Christian
leaders, were all “with one accord” in one place. “With one accord” expresses admirably
those sympathetic conditions which have always been found, in psychic circles, to be
conductive of the best results, and which are so persistently ignored by a certain class of
investigators. Then there came “a mighty rushing wind,” and afterwards “there appeared
cloven tongues like unto fire and it sat upon each of them.” Here is a very definite and
clear account of a remarkable sequence of phenomena. Now, let us compare with this the
results which were obtained by Professor Crookes in his investigation in 1873, after he had
taken every possible precaution against fraud which his experience, as an accurate
observer and experimenter, could suggest. He says in his published notes: “I have seen
luminous points of light darting about, sitting on the heads of different persons” and then
again: “These movements, and, indeed, I may say the same of every class of phenomena,
are generally preceded by a peculiar cold air, sometimes amounting to a decided wind. I
have had sheets of paper blown about by it...” Now is it not singular, not merely that the
phenomena should be of the same order, but that they should come in exactly the same
sequence, the wind first and the lights afterwards? In our ignorance of etheric physics, and
ignorance which is how slowly clearing, one can only say that there is some indication
here of a general law which links those two episodes together in spite of the nineteen

centuries which divide them. (pp.135-136)
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6.2 In a previous section of this essay, I have remarked that no philosophical explana-
tion of these phenomena; known as spiritual, could be conceived which did not show that
all, however different in their working, came from the same central source. St.Paul seems
to state this in so many words when he says: “But all these worketh that one and the
self-same spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.” Could our modern specula-
tion, forced upon us by the facts, be more tersely stated? He has just enumerated the

various gifts, and we find them very close to those of which we have experience. (p.137)
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6.3 Then we come upon the working of miracles, which we should call the production
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of phenomena, and which would cover many different types, such as apports, where
objects are brought from a distance, levitation of objects or of the human frame into the
air, the production of lights and other wonders. Then comes prophecy, which is a real and
yet a fitful and often delusive form of mediumship—mnever so delusive as among the
early Christians, who seem all to have mistaken the approaching fall of Jerusalem and the
destruction of the Temple, which they could dimly see, as being the end of the world. This
mistake is repeated so often and so clearly that it is really not honest to ignore or deny

it. (pp.137-138)
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6.4 Thus the phenomena associated with the rise of Christianity and those which have
appeared during the present spiritual ferment are very analogous. In examining the gifts
of the disciples, as mentioned by Matthew and Mark, the only additional point is the
raising of the dead. If any of them besides their great leader did, in truth, rise to this
height of power, where life was actually extinct, then he, undoubtedly, far transcended
anything which is recorded of modern mediumship. It is clear, however, that such a power
must have been very rare, since it would otherwise have been used to revive the bodies
of their own martyrs, which does not seem to have been attempted. For Christ the power
is clearly admitted, and there are little touches in the description of how it was exercised
by Him which are extremely convincing to a psychic student. In the account of how He
raised Lazarus from the grave after he had been four days dead—far the wonderful of all
Christ’s miracles—it is recorded that as He went down to the graveside He was “groan-
ing.” Why was He groaning? No Biblical student seems to have given a satisfactory
reason. But anyone who has heard a medium groaning before any great manifestation of
power will read into this message just that touch of practical knowledge, which will
convince him of its truth. (pp.138-139)
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6.5 Is it not at least possible that this gift was psychic power, and that Christ, as the
greatest exponent who has ever appeared upon earth of that power, desired to surround
Himself with others who possessed it to a lesser degree? This He would do for two
reasons. The first is that a psychic circle is a great source of strength to one who is
himself psychic, as is shown continually in our own experience, where, with a sympathetic
and helpful surrounding, an atmosphere is created where all the powers are drawn out.
How sensitive Christ was to such an atmosphere is shown by the remark of the Evan-
gelist, that when He visited His own native town, where the townspeople could not take

Him seriously, He was unable to do any wonders. The second reason may have been that
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He desired them to act as His deputies, either during His lifetime or after His death, and

that for this reason some natural psychic powers were necessary. (pp.140-141)
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6.6 Again, in the case of the Transfiguration, it is impossible to read the account of that
wonderful manifestation without being reminded at every turn of one’s own spiritual
experiences. Here, again, the points are admirably made in Jesus of Nazareth, and it would
be well if that little book, with its scholarly tone, its breadth of treatment and its psychic
knowledge, was in the hands of every Biblical student. Dr.Wallace points out that the
place, the summit of a hill, was the ideal one for such a manifestation, in its pure air and
freedom from interruption; that the drowsy state of Apostles is paralleled by the members
of any circle who are contributing psychic power ; that the transfiguring of the face and
the shining raiment are known phenomena; above all, that the erection of three altars is
meaningless, but that the alternate reading, the erection of three booths or cabinets, one
for the medium and one for each materialized form, would absolutely fulfil the most
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perfect conditions for getting results. This explanation of Wallace’s is a remarkable
example of a modern brain, with modern knowledge, throwing a clear searchlight across

all the centuries and illuminating an incident which has always been obscure. (pp.141-142)
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6.7 There are many other small points which seem to bring the story of Christ and of
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the Apostles into very close touch with modern psychic research, and greatly support the
close accuracy of some of the New Testament narrative. One which appeals to me greatly
is the action of Christ when He was asked a question which called for a sudden decision,
namely the fate of the woman who had been taken in sin. What did He do? The very last
thing that one would have expected or invented. He stooped down before answering and
wrote with his finger in the sand. This He did a second time upon a second catch-question
being addressed to Him. Can any theologian give a reason for such an action? I hazard the
opinion that among the many forms of mediumship which were possessed in the highest
form by Christ, was the power of automatic writing, by which He summoned those great

forces which were under His control to supply Him with the answer. (p.142)
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6.8 It is at least possible, though I admit that under modern conditions it has not been
clearly proved, that a medium of great power can charge another with his own force, just
as a magnet when rubbed upon a piece of inert steel can turn it also into a magnet. One
of the best attested powers of D.D.Home was that he could take burning coals from the
fire with impunity and carry them in his hand. He could then—and this comes nearer to
the point at issue—place them on the head of anyone who was fearless without their being
burned. Spectators have described how the silver filigree of the hair of Mr.Carter Hall
used to be gathered over the glowing ember, and Mrs.Hall has mentioned how she combed
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out the ashes afterwards. Now, in this case, Home was clearly able to convey a power to
another person, just as Christ, when He was levitated over the lake, was able to convey

the same power to Peter, so long as Peter’s faith held firm. (pp.143-144)
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6.9 Enough has been said, perhaps, to show the reader that it is possible to put forward
a view of Christ’s life which would be in strict accord with the most modern psychic
knowledge, and which, far from supplanting Christianity, would show the surprising
accuracy of some of the details handed down to us, and would support the novel conclu-

sion that those very miracles, which have been the stumbling block to so many truthful,
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earnest minds, may finally offer some very cogent arguments for the truth of the whole
narrative. Is this, then, a line of thought which merits the wholesale condemnations and

anathemas hurled at it by those who profess to speak in the name of religion? (pp.144-145)
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6.10 Can the most optimistic apologist contend that this is a satisfactory outcome from
a religion which has had the unopposed run of Europe for so many centuries? Which has
come out of it worst, the Lutheran Prussian, the Catholic Bavarian, or the peoples who
have been nurtured by the Greek Church? If we, of the West, have done better, is it not
rather an older and higher civilization and freeer political institutions that have held us
back from the cruelties, excesses and immoralities which have taken the world back to

the dark ages? It will not do to say that they have occurred in spite of Christianity, and
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that Christianity is, therefore, not to blame. It is true that Christ’s teaching is not to
blame, for it is often spoiled in the transmission. But Christianity has taken over control
of the morals of Europe, and should have the compelling force which would ensure that
those morals would not go to pieces upon the first strain. It is on this point that

Christianity must be judged, and the judgment can only be that it has failed. (pp.148-149)

WL SDAEREHRETY, SEOMANEELZ, [Aitidic b bizoTa —u v N 2fES
LTERFVAMICLAWMETRNEMETHLIRELFRTAIEIITERVTHS D,
TaFAY N, ARV T, FUYYIEH, WIhbLz 0% o720 T, AHOBRLIZ KX
RER R Lo, LB, BEFROKETALET, TEE, SAEHAZH-
72D, FVAMERELD, HOEELHETREOFHEDOB» T T2 THA S
.

HRKERE F ) X PR REBRICEE DD, Zrox ) X MNDF E#HI LI Wb
Baw, LW HRBIEIFEINZ L, BHIKF) A NOBEZFMEE> Ty, FUX M
HOTELOEZBEDOSNT LESTETRDOTH S,V

ZOEDONTEHEBO LICELNI-F Y X MWD, BEEREETSHICES £ T, et
ROBERZRL TE 2, 2k7% 51X % OEEERD, BMFAORERBOEIEDICZ>TLPEN
XThHolz. LLZhE, bALHBEKRLDTHS, ¥V X MIOMEIHFEI SN2 DI,
FEWIDHIZBWTITH S,

LA kT, Conan Doyle D& RiDEX o8N 2, UITIE, #O3EE, EREFICL->TES
NTEERAY =Y THE, ERToTLobokItdb% L, £FIOBEFRITOVTOF
ZHCHBELZEONLZIEDDH SR LI THIY, TARTCHE—EIIL2%2ADT, &
ROEHELZLIELTWS, ZORHOFES L FCHEEI TAH LD,

7.1 While we are here we would leave yet another thought to mature in your minds. On
the plane of consciousness we have called the universal, which means the allness of all life,
man can control the elements, and create at will by filling his consciousness with the
universal creative life-force. This is the secret of which the Masters make use; by
operating in accord with that universal vibration they overcome (or rather control) all the
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material elements around them. With equal facility they control not only the material but
the astral and mental elements in their respective spheres.

It can be done by a Master who can by an effort of his spiritual will-power (not the
will-power of his physical mind) raise and so quicken his vibrations as to attract the atoms
of any of these differing planes to himself. When they have accumulated, he gradually
lowers or slows them down until they become no longer spiritual but physical atoms, to
be formed into whatever article or substance he desires.

Many people question the truth of the feeding of the five thousand people with five
loaves and two fishes, asking how the Master Jesus could accomplish this miracle. It was
done by raising his consciousness to the Universal, by holding his thought af-one with God,
and by thus attracting to that thought the spiritual atoms, slowing them down, and
determining what particular form of matter those atoms should take. Thus he fed the five

thousand. (p.121)
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7.2 Man speaks and thinks complacently of a law and order which automatically
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functions to govern his universe, but without seeking any deeper understanding of the
mighty spiritual power which holds the sun and planets on their courses. The religious
man speaks trustingly of a Divine Plan and of a loving Father Who orders all things
aright ; but he fails to take into account the marvellous organization existing in the
spiritual spheres for the control, retention and maintenance of the law and order he sees
in nature.

Men of science are apt to regard these happenings as a normal part of material
existence by reason of laws which they name but can never understand. They affirm that
if a seed be planted in the earth and given certain conditions of moisture, sunshine and
warmth, the seed will become a plant. The rest of men accept this outcome, not as a
miracle, not as a wonderful manifestation of divine power, but as a commonplace
happening; much as collective man accepts the general routine of nature which support
him as a matter of course, and almost as a matter of right; thus refusing to pay tribute
to that infinite care, love and patience which is the Causation of all.

Behind every manifestation of the life-force on the earth, the human included, broods
the great world of Spiritual Reality. Truth and Love thus ever serve this world and

universe. (pp.124-125)
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7.3 There will come a time, friends, when the brotherhood of men and of angels will be
better understood. To such an end as this the whole of creation and evolution labours that
it may bring about complete understanding and harmony between all of God’s creatures.

Why not? You are one, and we are one—all is united in reality. Man will realise this
when he has passed the Second Death, and is reborn to a realisation which dawns and
afterwards grows within him for evermore ; reborn to that expansion of consciousness
which realises once for all that in the giving and serving of his brothers and sisters in all
kingdoms of life the man becomes at-one with the Universal. Within that understanding
the soul grows to become at-one with God, and loses itself only to find in its submission
Christ the Lord.

Do not imagine that any one plane of existence, be it of nature, or of the astral,
mental or heaven worlds is spaced far above man somewhere in an illimitable heaven. All
of them are waiting to be found within your own consciousness. Nearer are they than
breathing to man. The one lesson we all have both to absorb in our hearts and live out in

our lives is that the kingdom of heaven is within. (p.126)
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7.4 When people express loathing at the thought of any future reincarnation into a
mortal existence, this indicates a closed mentality. It would seem that a shutter has come
down on a section of their spiritual mind, as though a dark curtain hangs between the
seeming outer realities that possess them and their own inner and deeper intuitive
knowledge of reality. When one reviews life and examines closely the length of human
experience which is necessary before the soul of man can draw near to its spiritual
completion, one must recognise not only the necessity for man to incarnate again and

again, but the tremendous importance of even the smallest detail in his life. (p.141)
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7.5 Now to try to define what we mean by the cosmic Christ.
He is little understood today even by spiritually developed and intellectually
advanced people, and there still lingers a pathetic confusion of thought concerning the

divinity or deity of Jesus of Nazareth. The orthodox churches are guilty of almost as

much materialism in their teaching as is Spiritualism, because they have seized on the

physical aspect only of that wondrous presentation of the Infinite through the Initiate
Jesus Christ, defying the Nazarene himself and failing to recognise the infinite love and
wisdom which manifested through him ; failing to realise how tiny a conception is theirs
of that mighty force—of that life ever more abundant known as the Son of God, the Son
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of the infinite and universal Being. (p.145)
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7.6 There was a time when I also rejected the saving grace of Christ; and as I was led
into Spiritualism I believe that it helped me to become a little less materialistic. Gradually
I began to see the light and beauty revealed in the life of the Nazarene. At first, I accepted
him as a wonderful prophet, seer and medium; as a noble brother and comrade to
wayfaring man. Truly, he is the great brother of all humanity; but the quality of his
brotherhood cannot be reconciled with any prevailing idea that he is merely a man much
as ourselves. All is a question of degree; of the degree that Christ lives in us and we in him.
Let us always remember that even this manifestation through the body, soul and mind of
Jesus was limited and partial; but surely it was enough to teach and to convince mankind
that God is a God of love? By the example of his own life Jesus Christ demonstrated that
the one way to eternal life and the Kingdom was through him; through man’s identifying
himself with his divine grace, his magnificent thought and tenderness, his transcendent

love and mercy, which is the one saving grace for poor humanity. (pp.145-146)
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7.7 A prevalent cause of disease is the sufferer’s inability to relax. Most of you,
unconsciously or consciously, live taut and tense, in both your waking and your sleeping
hours. When you fall asleep with a tense mind, unconsciously your finger, elbow and knee
joints, the spinal column and all such bony parts, retain a corresponding tensity. This is
often because much the same condition prevails during the daily life. The tension of the
body is due to a mental condition of fear, worry, suppressed emotion or suppressed desire.
Hence during sleeping or waking a hold-up occurs at the various centres of the sufferer’s
psychic bodies.

If people would learn from childhood the importance of relaxation by making it a
habit, thus going through daily life restfully, in harmony with fhemselves, with others and
with God, they would retain that vital and perfect rhythmic flow round and through their
psychic and physical bodies. This flow by its very nature carries away all waste matter,
which is cast off or eliminated, and caught up by the universal to be absorbed and

transformed into fresh power. (pp.162-163)
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7.8 Does the cause of an accident lie hidden in the pre-conscious mind of its victim; or
is the person merely the victim of some cruel mischance? Even accidents are results of
inharmony previously created deep within the pre-conscious self. This may seem a hard
doctrine, but on examination is not so; any soul falling victim to accident knows well in
its pre-consciousness that it has a lesson only to be learned by undergoing such an
experience.

Soon somebody will be asking us about children; about poor little sufferers who have
been born as the result of drunken lust, or from diseased parents. Are we to conclude that
these innocents have been doomed by fate to undergo a life of suffering? What about souls
that are imprisoned in the body of a lunatic, or in bodies corrupt with disease from birth?
How can questions such as these find any rational answer?

We reply that the same law applies: the soul of man always possesses for knowledge
of what is to happen, and power to accept or reject the kind of life which is offered to it.

(pp.163-164)
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7.9 Let us take heart; in days to come we shall see humanity ennobled. There will
presently dawn a vision of true brotherhood to uplift man’s heart. He will then know that
all life—his own and that of everyone else—is contained within one stupendous Heart of
Love; and he will recognise that even his physical life pulses with its beating. He will
know that he cannot hurt his brother without suffering a corresponding injury himself; for
to hate or go to war with any man or nation is to go to war with himself. To slay another
man is spiritual death to the slayer. That is why it is said that those who draw the sword
must surely perish by the sword.

The new man to come will know that he can draw no breath, think no thought,
without reaction throughout the world. He will know that death can never ultimately
reign in God’s Universe; that when man once understands himself and God, neither heaven
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nor earth can hold aught for him of death. (p.177)
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7.10 ' Man’s bitter travail, his evolution, his progress, will bring him some day to such an
end as this; he strives ever forward to the time when there will be but one brotherly
thought prevailing, one pure harmony, one selfless desire and pure love abroad in the
world. Never, never will man become established in aught but his own sorrow so long as
he seeks for personal gain or supremacy.

Only one true religion exists, only one Reality behind all form, belief, sect, creed and
ceremony. This is a universal religion, neither bound nor circumscribed by geographical
limitations, convention or prejudice. It has but one name. That name can be understood
by any and every man, white, black, yellow or red; by every woman and child; by animal
and by bird, by tree and flower, and every creature instinct with the breath of life. The

religion of true brotherhood has put one meaning and one name, and that is Love. (p.179)
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