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In the streets of Onai it was common to see the brutalization of children and the beating
and rape of women. It was common to see Atlatians pass a starving Lemurian on the road
and hold their noses with kerchiefs of fine linen, dipped in jasmine and rose water, for we
were considered stinking, wretched things. We were the no-things, the soulless, mindless
wastes of intellect, because we were without the scientific understanding of such things
as gases and light. Because we did not possess an intellectual bent, as it were, we were

turned into slaves to work the fields.®
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I did not blame my mother that I did not know who my father was. I did not blame my
brother that our father was not the same. Nor did I blame my mother for our absolute
poverty. As a little boy I watched as my mother was taken into the streets and had her
sweetness taken from her. After my mother was taken I watched a child grow inside her
belly, and I knew whose it was. And [ watched my mother weep, for would there be

another child in the streets to suffer as we had suffered in this “promised land”? *
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As the stench and smoke from the fire spread throughout the valley, I thought about the
Unknown God of my people. I could not understand the injustice of this great God, or why
he would create the monsters that hated my people so. What did my mother and little
sister ever do to deserve the wretched deaths they experienced?

[ did not blame the Unknown God for not loving me. [ did not blame him for not loving
my people. I did not blame him for the death of my mother and my little sister. I did not

blame him—I Zated him! >
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I fell upon my haunches and wept heartily, until the whiteness iced itself from my tears.
When [ looked up I beheld before me what seemed to be a wondrous woman holding a
great sword. She spoke to me saying, “O Ram, O Ram, you who are broken in spirit, your
prayers have been heard. Take this sword and conquer yourself.” And in but a blink of

my eye she was gone.®
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When you lead a charge and you'’re the one in front, with no one on either side of you,
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you have to be crazed. A person who would do that is filled with a powerful emotion
called hate. So, I was very much a spectacle to be hewed down by my foes (if they would
only do me the honor). And I picked the worthiest opponents to be my demise. But you
know, when there is an absence of fear there is a presence of conquering. Thus, I became

a great conqueror. Before my time there was no such thing as a conqueror, only tyrants.”
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I was an ignorant entity, and imbecile, a barbarian, a buffoon. And for ten years into
my march [ warred upon innocents and hacked and burned my way across many lands
—until [ was run through with a great sword. Had they left it in me I might have been
all right; but they pulled it out to make sure that I would bleed to death. As I watched the
river of life ebbing from my being onto a snowy marbled floor—that seemingly was
perfect—I saw that the river of scarlet had found a crack in it.

As I lay there on the cold marble floor, watching the blood issue forth from my being,

there came a voice. It spoke to me, and it said, “Stand up.” It said, “Stand up!”®
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That is when I began to ponder the Unknown God. The only thing I truly wanted was
to understand this unseen essence that seemed so awesome, so mysterious, so very far
away from man. And what was man? Why was he not greater than the sun’? Why
couldn’t the old woman live? Why was man—though the teeming multitude upon the
plane, the creating force—seemingly the most vulnerable of all creations? If man was so
important, as my people told me, why wasn’t he important enough that when he died, the
sun stood still to mourn his passing? Or the moon turned purple? Or the fowl ceased to fly?
Man was very unimportant it seemed, for every thing continued in spite of his peril. All

I wanted was to know.?
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Who was the Unknown God? It was me.... and the birds in their night nest, the frost
on the reeds, the morning dawn and evening sky. It was the sun and the moon, children
and their laughter, alabaster knees and running water, and the smell of garlic and leather
and brass. This understanding took a long t‘ime for me to grasp, though it had been right
in front of me all the time. The Unknown God wasn’t beyond the moon or the sun—it was
all around me! It was with this new birth of reasoning that I began to embrace life, to hold
that dear to me, and to find a reason to live. I realized that there was more than blood
and death and the stench of war ; there was Life—far greater than we had ever perceived

it to be.'®
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To me, the wind was an ultimate essence, for it is ongoing, free moving, all-consuming ;
it has no boundaries and no form ; it is magical, exploratory and adventurous. And that,
indeed, is the closest resemblance there is to the God-essence of life. And the wind never
judges man. The wind never forsakes man. The wind, if you call it, will come to you....
through love. Ideals should be like that.

So I desired to become the wind. And I contemplated on it for years and years. That
became my ideal. That was what I wanted to be. That was what all my thoughts were
bent on becoming. I contemplated the wind and aligned myself with its elusiveness and
lightness and contours that are indefinable. And as I contemplated the wind, it was the
11)

wind I became.
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When I became the wind, I realized how small and helpless man is in his ignorance
about himself...and how great he becomes when he extends himself into knowledge. I
learned that whatever man contemplates being, he will become. If man tells himself long
enough that he is wretched and powerless, he will become wretched and powerless. If he
calls himself lord of the wind, he will become lord of the wind, as I became lord of the

wind. And if he calls himself God, he is going to become God.'®
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* Who is Ramtha?
—An Introduction to the Teachings of Ramtha (1) —
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