EORA R KRR &)+ (1 RREH o)

L—hR—=2= PR ALQ [RDAIXKR N~
450 > s Q4 M) 5
The Self-Reform in Bernard Malamud’s T he Assistant

Rl g8

B O :
P VR~V X QKEKE- L 6 O Wia0ro Ao @ KR HR SIS © HU T w1 LLH D <R -4 © <50 Mo n@ KRG i BB R 4800 K
NHE-DT RIE” MRIKS B#HYVERR <ERW LS RS — 0N O EERHEEP e NQU T RO VIRIROW SRS BEEK OV D

#6 0 VR0 QY I SRS T RESOS ST AP NP Med [N AKAN£] UL S0

Key Words: Malamud, Assistant, Love, Jew, Francis.

_79 —_—



BRRZER L FRELE $275 1994

—

RLOPLIEOHE Y 5001 KIESKHR FERS2C 4800
_ BN Q <0 5 10 a8 00 D7 K<L LR Y D s O
ROV BKERNA S MBIRG <0 5 H460° L —h—2 e MNP D
uﬁ% E?é%f%f%éoW@E<Jﬁ@¢:@&%&ﬁ%:%i
O Y AR IR R L RN S v < BN H<LEU DUSER

0374 ”
AN

i]

o~

ﬁ\

KOBWE OV [+EHBCRRHIHNIU LSRR 1S
EUQ 0 UHUWE OV S 0e8<LT HORRERES o
AQ R 458 sQ I < 1L BR AR D 4 1) AR ITZD Q1) AR (AU rQ K48 10 R o
AU OV AURBUQCRE) QRO IS BB 0 1) R
BY 48 0o e 40 ) SERQEEH S RIRO LU VKB UCE
SH#I< ¢ QEERWIID QM VR YA Re PIND Dt ) 200K
EASHEWE K RURQN 1o SoBEECOMIULG S R edyy
HEDR <l U P <R Q KB SRR T iRl YUR e
AV S eR°

HHRECHE YT M<RERSHW O I VEHWE 5 i< L Ky
eV S oRHHBEORESR HvERSIBCHEHRR AT S0
DEROBEKEHORL YR 1< UM< F R LK B < L IR o 0 bt
WIREE AU 0 © 2 B EH -V RV B KER-SWVSSBS |
< LM <BE R BEI< A0 O UV S oG CHIBICO RIER™ M
24048 O S8 U BT U048 50 WSRO O W< s o< ¢
CRINORIIAHIRRIVIMI QDLW 5° LWRASV AP0 S0
Rz B BEUDL 0 WY I U<EREoIWEE O VII<CERSL <

%
2

AR 50 QS -0 T8 LI TS IS QA EIE R < Y | #R R R
M@l O 7 =<0 OHERH & 5 OB UL BRI )L

&

QA SRR VR PRV RGN O R Y S 6Ctﬂ§wo%®ﬁ
13 E # LR v © RYIEHT L BRUER A 10 SR [T 82148 500 R T e S
LR NRY QIRIIWETUP 0L R DR 5 HK B A e )
AL 1) R B Q< E RIS KB LN ) VB KD

VARV EES VAR | B LIRS R Y 04900
P LM S EREEUEW DS o <ESSEEEUHWESo<E (T V5
v L QHIEQ MR 5 )0 WREH ORI R
EHSOBUE SR RESHE VRE<THIN 500 5ol
A0

LEPND =8 [NaAaKaN=] (| RIFY) SfFVELECILR
WHE R SHI< U R2PEI< SR OA< LU HI SRKL ORI 50° b
NP DS [RANKRN-] SH<Y L) QoS KBS R iR RI YU

PO 20O REBWRE AN T0 O QRN QHSEHHEL A0 R

LRI QRQARRE<31) LR M<URIRSER L # DL 8K

Ar U Q MIMIRMIR S XS QY7 AU QAU LL4Q8Q AU 5 b ) AU R T sQ°

1 S SRR L TR H R < B U R R R AR ROV
DR IR 2O QR Q KB L K313 K-l 47 0 Q 1B L FIRR

D7 1S LR O H< UMUK € EQ My wEE S SV ST
RO ETNWIRFK O W O 4o ) L850

HIW IR 0 %k%%fﬁ?%ﬁ%@do:ﬁéo Rl

T HARITE Q< BT S 2 O A R SR 0 € RIS R HP L 4 O

WERRQR QT L DT I au@%m«km.ﬁ‘?ﬁxknka% 2 IR 10

R AP Ringas WS SENe AR N 2 F SO VST VS IV Ex M S ST SF s SIS



BITAHCOHHE

~

NeF =K 252y KD [TIRAF Mot

VT fnQImEEIER Hod QR E A U R Q1) A L0 § BT
FK90° HOLOBLROBMOVSREL UV S HLCELSHIREY
AU S0 AU A0 R0 DG TEEK O Y O O HnQ # € fIh R
QMBBIPR” <END O WIS S 4 W B EK O
g O 4% Qo U EREY Q AR BN EIIY O I mv R Y S e QN
A 2587 BHAK {00 52040 B @ 1 ) ) 1 QBB 5 U810

PN DL 5B SR IDRENV e S oK Hn © ERtiv
BEAQQ T S W IRMIS S R0 < C QIR S vV 50
SRR UABE O QT S ) DRSS W RN W E S W
QAT PN D D QRIS FIh 480 € P U Kl KW HI IR R S T
L0 SV RRERC
BEBEVERHOVIRA 205V 0 SRHER BREBESHEMNE <
B Q iR B HE URF ORE O LY U Bk ) ooy S0 1K
R R BQ0 R EREV-2 SO0 RIENE S W S0 sy |
OHWN DO G ENU YL P SIREUERQL
<EEHS 5 R 48R AR L WY 50RO -24810° PN D A IR
HLRQ RS Hmw 3 R o than- O LK S RIZ M Oy 5
RO Sy RHVU L o QIPEE - HESRIWNUCRENELYV
50RO R YT N RGHURFT AU LSRR VOREWRE
PO 50RO Qs PN b D e QIR KT B RIS BHAK
D0 Q810" OV ERIK O 48 450 4% 5 MBI © ik Iy
M~ e QU o — £ N QI OV S0 S UR
200 Ao rQ A HHE S 1 o SRR T MR ) o @ AU 0N I A 6048 5 °
DR — PO W 5 re— [HIfn BRIP4 5 RUBI OV S
0% W<BHHERIFE LR UWR OV S0 " A°

A

1

PN D e QA BIEIEV QL —m— A0 <L)
B S HEER G O LI Qs o — 0 NS ¢ QIEE A
SRR 0k ¢ Q1 v DS E B € I O (R HEI-V IR EE O 0 O
4007 N TRAUSAHEQ ] —m— a5 oKEHR LA IE O WU
<1

MBS [RAXRN] REWUL QS Y ORELAE AU LUBKIETE S
oMo SRR 0L [RRW OV 5 5 KR ] [
&lf?wﬁoth%W;@iﬁ&%%m%%%wtwmbbéﬁuﬁ
WOV L0 LR O R VGOV M2REBIS I DR e
RHIHEOMR AU Qe O URURT AR oS EDE LA O Y
B DS QR TTNAE T 0 Q0% 5 07 R Q MRS K
= L NEGR BTN SR SANEE i - ORCRC SN VA o) R PR AVAE: “ EVAA VIS Iy
QY AP R HC R AN ISR U H LT H A QO BSOS S
&7 O TN QR N <L IR IO 0 AU AR Y XU A 50 ) AU R XU ©
R VS OREWORORVIE S UREMC L Q°

=

OB mEVEETHECHN xR B ERIEEER N N 7
v Q< &R EQ FER VIR OV 3 0o MO R | RIFOBE° st
B ROV #HNU KUK S o LS | B QS o 2 < B S EgluEtd
%480° WO HICEN S MEEREHWLANREL 0N L VY EVEES
B MY LB EURE O OIRIE ( VR #EE | <
BIHRANRORONIEFH RO QLSO B OS &
XU A IREE A AU EEEYT NN A - N RN ANC

L& S oIRIEHEND 3 04 O UL 2R RQOP N XDRE



- BREEZFRALE $2715 1994

IR W SRR GRS T Y BHEOQ S48 5° b0y
RAVEEORKW SMSUMO W 5 VBER R0 WRHEHELHENXD
ROTWUE HE - ¥HECERMPWRBF P QmB L BHIG KW 5485 ROV
€0° BFEWRKY S0 BNV CHULHMREL L0V 0 S mH
AFER LS RIVE ¢ Q<R U0 L EEW QU )0 S8 NI R BY
WEKUP VO EMCER R WVEKY BFRAVEAVHEQC ERT
A QI © il R YUK O O Q4800 1) VT 48Q°
BECITQARVAONMNAN « RRAUNT AT B2 VR NS E
HUNMQOR EWESQ o MORBEE L O UEFEIEHLL N
KN LIV HER U HS 0 RREET Link ) Qi)
QAU U O NN KN £ U T 0 Wit 0850 D% O witynss
ALY NN N DAY NN KRN AU ST R ER D4 Oy 50 i NN
NAWRNN XN LA SOV OB O S Sl Qsl
A8 O W ROAER° 1) 1) -0 1) € iR S MU L K-Q P S K
RREURR W UM QTIEC NN N N B KOS N A K AN
o T84 S AR R e S 48 R°

INVIN N AT B4 52 4% R O N K S-S ERIE O WY S 0 < UER N0
RV QUK I LRI Ot A Y v L BB AR Y Q) S S KHEER O
RERKP 1) QEFIFIROLE W VL QAN RIEL R 0°
W N —RNAYBEeQTET NN
NABZEONRSRWUILD UMV U S O o QIXEH AU
O MO QIR S MR U RIS 4 S TR { VERCHU USRS

ad
e~ S

When he felt pepped up about stealing, it was also because he felt

he had brought them luck. If he stopped stealing he bet business
would fall off again. He was doing them a favour, at the same time
making it a little worth his while to stay on and give them a hand.
Taking this small cut was his way of showing himself he had some-

(=)
thing to give...
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‘I used to know grocers that they took out a quart or two cream
from the top of the can, then they put in water. This water-milk they
sold at the regular price.’

He told Frank about some other tricks he had seen. ‘In some
stores they bought two kinds loose coffee and two kinds tub butter.
One was low grade, the other was medium, but the medium they put
half in the medium bin and half in the best. So if you bought the best

(=)
coffee or the best butter you got medium—nothing else.’
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He had nothing to be ashamed of, he thought—it was practically
his own dough he was taking. The grocer and his wife wouldn't miss
it because they didn’t know they had it, and they wouldn’t have it if
it wasn’t for his hard work. If he weren't working there, they would

(o)
have less than they had with him taking what he took.
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He laboured long hours, was the soul of honesty—he could not
(o)

escape his honesty, it was bedrock;
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‘You've got some old-fashioned values about some things. I always
told you you punish yourself too much. Why should anybody have
_ such a hot and heavy conscience in these times? People are freer in

(=

the twentieth century. Pardon me for saying it but it’s true.
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‘I know I am a stranger, but I am an honest guy.’

(=)

‘l am as honest as the day.’
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‘No, it’'s St Francis of Assisi. You can tell from that brown robe
he’s wearing and all those birds in the air. That’s the time he was
preaching to them. When I was a kid, an old priest used to come to
the orphans’ home where I was raised, and every time he came he
read us a different story about St Francis. They are clear in my
mind to this day.’

‘Stories are stories,” Sam said.

‘Don’t ask me why I never forgot them.’

Sam took a closer squint at the picture. ‘Talking to the birds?
What was he—~crazy? I don’t say this out of any harm.’

The stranger smiled at the Jew. ‘He was a great man. The way I
look at it, it takes a certain kind of nerve to preach to birds.’

‘That makes him great, because he talked to birds?’

‘Also for other things. For instance, he gave everything away that
he owned, every cent, all his clothes off his back. He enjoyed to be
poor. He said poverty was a queen and he loved her like she was a
beautiful woman.’

Sam shook his head. ‘It ain’t beautiful, kiddo. To be poor is dirty

work.

(5

‘He took a fresh view of things.’
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So the confession had to come first—this stuck like a bone through
the neck. From the minute he had tailed Ward Minogue into the
grocery that night, he had got this sick feeling that he might some

day have to vomit up in words, no matter how hard or disgusting it
(2)

was to do, the thing he was then engaged in doing.
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‘My father used to say to be a Jew all you need is a good heart.’
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‘This means to do what is right, to be honest, to be good. This
means to other people. Our life is hard enough. Why should we hurt
somebody else? For everybody should be the best, not only for you

(&)

or me. We ain’t animals. This is why we need the Law’.
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‘I want to be disciplined,’

(%)
DRI EODVNRNAT VO [V O —] VB2



BT HOYE

-
-

NWeF=F =72y FO [7Y25 M)

Q" MRUKDLW I LIS SV QO REBRH L0 VRS [HIRY
ﬁ&%ékﬂatf% Ay W OWVIIRG VO O 05 QL
5_®f%5 SRR VSRRV EHU L RUWVEESS
%iﬁ@ﬁf:kf%otﬁ% SR VBB AU QRO U [E R4 0
%E«t@&é VOO O O vRO-2" NN [MRUR
AR P m_abamp/wéﬁ%%umtfﬁﬁtﬁkﬁéﬁ
S R A1) AR A’ ﬁ?hi%&&?:aﬁféékmiLé_
UB S RS IXAEIAE O BB QAL 4 r QR © 2 U S BIbY

A QS O (v S0 <R QHHTR IR BRI

BHE) ( VERQG SRRSOV QO RiwK I 500U
EHBHEIO W 50 faEQ°

< EQE#( ﬁm\o%@,&/\@i}itﬁb@_ A B NN NTET
oY mKfigfué17%At%:m%&@%%m<%ﬁﬁ%5
BV R BRGSO L VB L S RO2IEQ VR DR O
%L&:Txé%ﬁﬁll%&%ﬁ%ofwéﬁgfﬁéo79y7ﬁ
WK ROHPR VS DU QB LAY (R a0 )7 Qs
S0 O LHHEINHKNe ) AR 80V OB SRIELS

T~ e

@°
NAN ADoK QEWHEORVIRKUL UMY MREERVIVE
WRM Q<MY QL WIEONS VWY [MRE»SHVRIMRULAC
Wt~ 5 e SR DM DTSRI OV DWW LR VS oY
Ezy%luﬁ‘%ﬁblik%of SQAUA T U0 RR O S
uAfﬁ_a% %@E@%ﬁ?%%ﬂ%ZEtbfuéaé:\E
ROTREUSC S BIRUKERGRL OV ER KTTu%AT?_&

AR M) AUWERHEE OV S
@ HAINGR R O

BKER
EP4EeR” 48

MR W 550° Qe NN N AR
N A A 600 DRI QKES
\_K 7©®,\_O

‘I am too restless—six months in any one place is too much for me.

(&)

Also I grab at everything too quick—too impatient’.
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He waited for the grocer to reply—to tell him how to live his life,
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Life was meagre, the world changed for the worse. America had
’ (&)

become too complicated. One man counted for nothing.
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He was no saint; he was in a way weak; his only true strength in
his sweet nature and his understanding. . . he didn’t have the im-
agination to know what he was missing. He made himself a victim.

(8)

He could, with a little more courage, have been more than he was.
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NERLEEY it takes a certain kind of nerve to preach to birds.’
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Anyway, he could not get out of his thought how quick some peo-
ple’s lives went to pot when they couldn’t make up their minds what
()

to do when they had to do it;
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The future offered more in the way of realizable possibilities,
Helen ﬁro:mwr if a person dared take a chance with it. The question
(3

was, did she?
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(—) Malamud, Bernard, The Assistant (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux,
1957), P.168. (‘Dog — uncircumcised dog!) (HI=PF NP >2eQ [N AIXKRN
~] ROCHER (WKL)

(=) Ibid., P.26. (‘Your Jew ass is bad.’)

(e) Ibid., P.85

(=) Ibid., P.84.

(w) 1Ibid., P.9. (‘A business for drunken bums.’)

(@) 1Ibid., P.17. (Der oilem iz a goilem)

(c~) Ibid., P.18. (Wisdom flew over his hard head.)

(o0) Ibid., PP.68, 69.

(o) Ibid., P.16.

(2) Ibid., P.109.

(=) Ibid., P.40.

() 1bid, P.56.

(22) 1Ibid., P.29. ( -*- shading his brow, stare through the window; sighing,)
() Ibid., P.29. (*- muttered inaudibly to himself.)

(}3) TIbid., PP.30, 31.

() 1Ibid, P.69. (- he felt very bad about all the wrong he was doing and

vowed to set himself straight.)
(%) Ibid., P.73. (‘You are hot, the same as me.’ ‘I know,’)

(%) Ibid., P.73. ( ***to quiet my conscience.)
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() Ibid., P.89. (%) Ibid., P.108.
(&) 1Ibid, P.124. (3) 1Ibid., P.134.

() 1Ibid., P.124. (‘The important thing is the Torah. This is the Law — a Jew
must believe in the Law.")

(§) Ibid, P.124.

(&) 1bid., P.89. (- When Helen was around he felt worse.)

(X)) Ibid, P.140. (‘Even when I am bad I am good.’)

(&) Ibid., P.138. (‘What are we waiting for, honey?’)

(&) Ibid, P.140.

(§5) Ibid., P.140. (‘Crap,)

(&) 1Ibid., P.140. (He thought of himself as disciplined, then wished he were.)
)  Ibid, P.157. (— the beauty of a person being able to do things the way
he wanted to, to do good if he wanted;)

(&) 1Ibid., P.88. (-~ they got on his nerves.)

(=) 1bid., P.37. (‘T've often tried to change the way things work out for me
but I don’t know how, even when I think I do’.)

(&) 1Ibid., P.37. (' - When I need it most something is missing in me, in me or
on account of me.’)

(83) Ibid., P.37.

() TIbid, P.37.

(&3) Ibid., P.8. (- the weight of his endurance was too much for her now.)

(&) 1Ibid., P.192. (This time he would stay.)

(&) Ibid., P.206.

(&) Ibid., P.230.

(S) Ibid., P.206. ( *** overwhelmed by the necessity of choosing a direction.)

(R) Ibid, P.206. (- he felt - the victim in motion of whatever blew at his
back;)

(F) Ibid, P.206. (He did not go, he was pushed. He had the will of a victim,
no will to speak of.)

(¥) Ibid, P.31.



