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How Can New Art be Developed in a Local Area? : The Cases of Leeds and Japan
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Abstract
In England in the early 20™ century, Leeds, a regional city located in the north of West
Yorkshire, served as a hub for novel art movements based on local communities including a
university, social groups, and so on. Consequently, Leeds came to be an artistic city rivalling
London. Its status derived from the contributions of an abundance of art collections that
have been built since the 19" century and of talented artists who had been developed by way
of the collections in Leeds. Moreover, such artistic resources were used as cultural fortune or
wealth in the entire region. This paper has two aims: firstly, to examine why a local city could
come to play a greater role in art than metropolitan cities at that time, with respect to the
Leeds Arts Club; secondly, it aims to consider a potential ideal way to develop both new art
and art in local areas in present-day Japan. To these ends, the study will apply knowledge
gained from a discussion of two workshops held in Tokyo and Kyoto during 2017-18. As
result, the study will produce recommendations for promoting regional development through

art and for creating a hub of art and education in Japan.
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