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The Concept Of Ideal Love As Seen Through Barnard Malamud
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Ward sat down and told him that it was a Jew he planned to rob, so
(=)
Frank agreed to go with him.
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As they were approaching the movie theater, a thought of her
mother crossed her mind and she heard herself say, ‘Don’t forget I'm
Jewish.’

(o0)
‘So What?’ Frank said.
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Helen felt for him, as they walked, an irritation bordering on some-
(o)
thing worse.
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she had never imagined she would marry anybody but a Jew. But

she had recently come to think that in such unhappy times when

the odds were so high against personal happiness to find love
was miraculous, and to fulfill it as best two people could was what
really mattered. Was it more important to insist a man's religious
beliefs be exactly hers (if it was a question of religion), or that the
two of them have in common ideals, a desire to keep love in their
lives, and to preserve in every possible way what was best in them-

(%)
selves? The less difference among people, the better;...
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—how could it in times like these? How could anything be important

but love and fulfillment? It had lately come to her that her worry he
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was a gentile was less for her own sake than for her mother and
(=)

father.
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Afterward, she cried, ‘Dog ——uncircumsised Dog!
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She held him tightly with both arms, weeping, laughing, murmuring
()

she had come to tell him she loved him.
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‘Please not now, darling,”
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Although she detested the memory of her experience in the park,
lately it had come back to her how she had desired that night to give
herself to Frank, and might have if Wark hadn’t touched her. She
had wanted him. .... She had hated him, she thought, to divert hatred

(J)

from herself.
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spect for the giver of what she had to give, had hoped desire would
(8)

become more than just that. She wanted, simply, a future in love.
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He was cordial but as usual held back something his future.
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And if she married Frank, her first job would be to help him realize
his wish to be somebody. Nat Pearl wanted to be “somebody”, but to
him meant making money to lead the life of some of his well-to-do
friends at law school. Frank, on the other hand, was struggling to

(=)

realize himself as a person, a more worthwhile ambition.
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He got the feeling that she wanted something big out of life, and this
(83)

scared him.
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(&)

‘I want a larger and better life. I want the return of my possibilities.’
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‘But what if she wanted to make herself a better person, have bigger

(53)

ideas, live a more worthwhile life?

NRLRMUARTR MR H LT A QR L H QR (R
HINmy V5 | HESERUBRVAERRT oL ANS<H
CmBVEEWRELJULHOWY NANART (ANCEHBIUS
e IO © ERE D AR U I O W Rl ol © © IXET
O QBRI T E O\ S0

CANS NN QN S LB R0 ELiN-0" EHBFES2QUD
20 IEXKQHRBUEKCHKEWREFQEROSRXE NN A AW
CANY [V WS KAUS<EIELL"
%%ib¢é&k@tﬁ@@;tﬁ&é%1wéombytﬁéﬁtu
DR AUME NINN DTt ) AU LRI DR 490° FRE VR NN A
AMIKVUQEFEZEY #EA QTIPS HEY” HIESUS O WS
QUPHT O S E N QEERS | RWHII HE U000 D8R
0PN KEC TS O Q048RRI 490° WO RKIEWIERSH)

v [0 D | U SORERY (AN URVRBOPY SeeV

PEENE RN PR, ]

18 00°

‘I like to know why people tick. I like to know the reason they do the
(&)

things they do,....
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It came to her that he had changed. It's true, he’s not the same man,
she said to herself. I should have known by now. She had despised
him for the evil he had done, without understanding the why or
aftermath, or admitting there could be an end to the bad and a begin-

(8)

ning of good.
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It was a strange thing about people they could look the same but

be different. He had been one thing, low, dirty, but because of some-

thing in himself something she couldn't define,

a memory

perhaps, an ideal he might have forgotten and then remembered
F)

he had changed into somebody else, no longer what he had been.
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All he asked for himself was the priviledge of giving her something
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she couldn’t give back.
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He figured the best thing he could do was help her get the college
()

education she had always wanted.
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He valued his payments to her (Ida) because Helen had returned to

night college in the fall, and if he didn’t give the ninety to Ida, Helen
()

wouldn't have enough for her own needs.
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She (Helen) wanted him to become what he might, and conceived a
plan to support him through college. Maybe she could even see him

(<)

through a master’s degree, once he knew what he wanted to do.
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(—) Malamud, Bernard, The Assistant (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux,
1957), p. 145. (“How could you kiss a goy?")

() Ibid., p. 6. (from a German he wanted no favors.)

(ev)  Ibid., p. 77. (—the store had improved not because this cellar dweller
was a magician, but he was not Jewish.)

(=) Ibid, p. 92.

() Ibid., p. 63. (...she didn't look Jewish, which was all to the good.)

(«©) Ibid., p. 59. (...he felt ... repugnance ... for himself because he had never
lived this close to Jews before.)

(c~) Ibid., p. 70. (I held him up because he was a Jew. What the hell are they
to me so that I gave them credit for it?)

(o) Ibid., p. 121.

(o) Ibid., p. 94.

(2) 1Ibid, p. 130. (...she fought an old distrust of the broken-faced stranger,
without success.)

(=) Ibid., p. 131. (Yet at the moment of sweetest joy she felt again the pre-
sence of doubt, almost a touch of illness.)

() Ibid., p. 136. (“It’l] have to wait till I am really sure I love you,”)
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(%) Ibid., p. 131. (The fault was her.)

(X) Ibid., p. 132.

(2) Ibid., p. 132. (thus she settled it for herself yet was dissatisfied for those
for whom she hadn't settled it.)

(%) 1bid., p; 133. (vet she could not help but hope her own children would
someday marry Jews.)

(%) Ibid., p. 132.

(%) TIbid, p. 168.

(&) Ibid., p. 165. (..she had something important to say, nothing less than
that she now knew she loved him, surely he would want to hear what.)

(&) 1bid, p. 167.

(S)  Ibid, p. 168.

() 1bid., p. 26. (“Your Jew ass is bad,”)

() 1Ibid. p. 244. (“You bitch,” Nat called after her.)

() Ibid, p. 239.

(&) Ibid, p. 14.

(8) Ibid. p. 13.

(§5) Ibid. p. 104. (She respected him for it.)

(X) Ibid., p. 106. (...wanting to know more the more he knew, in this way
growing in value to himself and others.)

() 1bid., p. 130. (She felt she had changed him and this affected her)

$) Ibid., p. 130. (She had, she thought, changed in changing him.)

(8) Ibid., p. 133.

(&) Ibid., p. 62. (His desire grew to get to know her,)

&) Ibid, p. 63.

&) Ibid, p. 43.

&) Ibid., p. 43.

(8) Ibid., p. 121. (He sometimes appeared to be more than he was, sometimes
less.)

&) Ibid,, p. 97.

&)
(&)
()
()

)
()
()

(<)

Ibid., p.
Ibid., p.
Ibid., p.
Ibid., p.
Ibid., p.
Ibid., p.
Ibid., p.

Ibid., p

243

234. (“Things are changed. [ am not the same guy I was.”)
243.
243.

. (“You owe us nothing.”)

237.
235.
241.

.133.
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