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Wyndham Lewis’s Thoughts on Design Observed in Blast
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Sumary
This study focuses on Vorticism in the early 20" century and aims to explain the development of de-
sign within British avant-gardism in the context of advancements in printed media between 1910 and
1920.

Unlike traditional art, avant-garde art sought to create artworks that manifested and disseminated
new ideals about art in general. Art movements like Russian constructivism and Futurism were al-
ready used journals to appeal to public interest. Such journals were both artworks and a sounding
board for new ideas, requiring artists to have knowledge of printing techniques and to understand the
differences between an original work of art and its printed copy. Artists considered aspects like layout
and typeface to be of crucial importance. Hence, the artists’ intentions should be considered: did they
steer towards graphic works based on the premise that they would be printed, strongly affirming the
differences between the two? Or, did they use them because the printed version retained features of
the original, denying the differences? Through our examination of printed media, we reconsider the

position of copying technology in the context of modernist thought.
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