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The Life and Death of Ernest Hemingway II
2. Indian Camp
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They walked up from the beach through a meadow that was
soaking wet with dew, following the young Indian who carried a
lantern. Then they went into the woods and followed a trail that

=
led to the logging road that ran back into the hills,
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The room smelled very bad.
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“Oh, Daddy, can’t you give her something to make her stop
screaming ?” asked Nick.

“No. I haven’t any ansesthetic,” his father said. “But her
screams are not important. I don’t hear them because they are

()
not important.
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“Those must boil,” he said, and began to scrub his hands in
the basin of hot water with a cake of soap he had brought from
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the camp.
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“Pull back that quilt, George?” he said. “I’d rather not touch
()
it.”
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Later when he started to operate Uncle George and three
()
Indian men held the woman still.
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She bit Uncle George on the arm and Uncle George said,
“Damn Squaw bitch!” and the young Indian who had rowed

(=)
Uncle George over laughed at him.

HERNANR < DN —NQERES OVIDEE AU 10
FIAAVHEE © 1Y 500 ) U 00 —— IMROEMRQ | < QHhimu {4
HRURR/IMNANR « NI — N UREKIEL 0 242U LK RIED
RS (NDARR DT —NUES O LLU50) A 0oL EKYQ
&L AN R SVURTI<QRVUSE L a3 & U0 0_K

R MHAH WS~ V1848048 5 U SO HIIR Q IERAVE ST O A
R DTN UROERKSE IR QKNSR HIOR 500
NQlats

Q8L VLN WRIWEV<S-IQEW |’ EOOME
PR OPE O I NRY RN QHER® ) VT4 NN
R NI —NQRQDOUY v ANRTYRNQEKHUERNR 545N
TN Y N ANHE LR Q-DQ 0 OO RIEENU S 1Y 5001 ) U 1 1530°
N AIRT NANU SRR IR SWREP SR VIO I 200 Q D
WEDNK SRR IR SV 5000 J U L5800 MIRAZA040E] 1A
REEQHXRVRES | <0 NIRRT R A UKL M 0RQITE
VTR RIUL I S001)-Un" AR T N N0 REm0E D AU Y
O W LAUKE LR QEFIVEE P02 Q40T VR Y NN K0k
EHOMWLVS 00 e RERIEKIROM S oHEQEKUR
HEEAVESD ) UL O V7 NIRRT DN QI QR Ol u S
O Q U4R1re°

HERRRIVRIN G HIE QB0 NEL I H08 V23048 © 27
DO LT CBHERD v AR T R N0 040U S0 A UEHIEQ
KRS | <eHILTANR Y RN WQIRIe9Q I RISEOLS
~EHEY

Uncle George looked at his arm. The young Indian smiled
()
reminiscently.
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She was quiet now and her eyes were closed. She looked very

(=)
pale. She did not know what had become of the baby or anything.
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Uncle George was standing against the wall, looking at his
)

arm.
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“Ought to have a look at the proud father. They’re usually the

worst sufferers in these little affairs,” the doctor said. “I must

=
say he took it all pretty quietly.
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He pulled back the blanket from the Indian’s head. His hand

came away wet. He mounted on the edge of the lower bunk

with the lamp in one hand and looked in. The Indian lay with

his face toward the wall. His throat had been cut from ear
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to ear. The blood had flowed down into a pool where his body

sagged the bunk. His head rested on his left arm. The open

(©))

razor lay, edge up, in the blankets.
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The Indians were a vanishing race and for that reason often
judged inferior, but “Indian Camp” conveys a great sense of
their humanity, of their suffering and ability to love, and of

=
their solidarity.
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“Where did Uncle George go?”
(3

“He’ll turn up all right.”
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“The nurse should be here from St. Ignace by noon and she’ll
('2)

bring everything we need.”
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“Why did he kill himself, Daddy?”
2
“I don’t know, Nick. He couldn’t stand things, I guess.”
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“Daddy?”

=
“Yes.
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“Is dying hard, Daddy?”
(2)
“No, I think it’s pretty easy, Nick. It all depends.”
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In the early morning on the lake sitting in the stern of the
boat with his father rowing, he felt quite sure that he would

()

never die.
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Kilimanjaro is a snow-covered mountain 19,710 feet high, and
1s said to be the highest mountain in Africa. It’s western
summit is called the Masai “Ngaje Ngai,” the house of God.
Close to the western summit there is the dried and frozen

carcass of a leopard. No one has explained what the leopard

&

was seeking at that altitude.
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