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A Study on Virginia Woolf and Julia Margaret Cameron with Focus on
Two Artist Colonies (II)
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Abstract
This paper has two aims: one is to examine the significance of the two well-known “artist colonies”

whose central members were Virginia Woolf (1882-1941) and Julia Margaret Cameron (1815-78).
Both women are, first and foremost, famous for their innovative ideas in their respective fields of
art, namely, literature and photography, and have frequently been referred to in the discussion of

“modernism” in art scene.

As Julia Margaret’s great-niece, Virginia naturally developed an interest in, and an affinity with, her
remarkable ancestor though Julia had been dead for four years when Virginia was born. We can see
Virginia’s affectionate interest in Julia, in the form of her two works, Freshwater: A Comedy with her
great-aunt as its heroine, and Victorian Photography of Famous Men and Fair Women by Julia Margaret
Cameron which Virginia compiled with Introduction by herself and her art critic friend Roger Fry.
The other aim of this paper is to clarify the national identity of the British people by shedding
light on “salon culture” (my words) which used to flourish through the 18th and 19th centuries and

is still found in different scenes of British social scenes.

In this part II, the Bloomsbury Group and its influences on Virginia Woolf, one of its two pivotal
members and one of the greatest writers in the twentieth century, are considered, just as in Part I
the salon called “Dimbola Lodge” and its influences on Woolf’s great aunt, Julia Margaret Cameron,
the hostess of the salon and one of the most famous photographers in the Victorian era were

considered.
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